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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4830 o'clock pi..

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-COAL PROSPECTING,
VICTORIA DISTRICT.

MR. CARSON asked the Minister for
Mines: i, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to farther prospect for coal
measures in the Victoria District? 2 'When is it intended to commience opera-
tions ?

TaE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: i, Yes. 2, Arrangements are
being made for a boring plant, and
boring operations will be started as soon
ats it is available.

QUESTION-PUBLIC BATTERY, YARRI.

MR. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines: j, Is he aware that the Lake
View South Company has monopolised
the crushing facilities at the Yarni State
Battery P 2, If so, will he take steps to
see that other prospectors are given
an opportunity of having their stone
crushed :?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: r, The Lake View South Corn-
pany has not obtained any monopoly.
The Company is putting through a
parcel of 1,000 tons, but before this wats
started I am advised all parcels for pro-
spectors were crushed, and no stone
other than this lot booked for crushing.
2, f am quite satisfied that every facility
is given to other leaseholders to obtain
crushing facilities at this battery.

QUESTION-RAILWAY CONTRACTORS'
PAYMENTS.

MR. BATH asked the Minister for
Works: :, Is he aware that money due
on contracts on the Wagin-Durnbleyung
Railway construction work has been
unjustly withheld? 2, Will he see that
steps are taken to see that moneys due

to contractors for work carried out are
promptly paid ?

THE MILNISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: i, No complaints of this nature
have been received by the Department.
If the bll. member will give a specific
instance, it will be investigated. 2, Any
moneys justly due will be promptly paid.

QUESTION-RATILWAY ACCIDENT
INQUIRY, CLACKLINE.

M i. BOLTON, in the absence of Mr.
Horan, asked the Minister for Railways:
Does he intend to lay upon the table of
the House forthwith the report of the
Inquiry Board appointed to inquire into
the cause of the recent railway necident
at Clackline?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The report of the inquiry has
not yet been received froml the Commins-
sioner. When in receipt of same, the
Government will consider the advisability
of making thle same Public.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the TREASURER: Report from the
Deputy Master of the Royal Mint relatt-
ing to the procedure followed in receiving
gold; moved for by Mir. Ewing.

MOTION-FEDERATION DETRIMENTAL,
THIS STATE TO WITHDRAW.

MR. F. C. MONGER (York) moved:
That in the opinion of this House the union

of Western Australia with the other States in
the Commonwcealth of Australia has proved
detrimental to the best interests of this State,
and that the times has arrived for placing he-
fore the people the quelition of withdraw ing
from such union.
He said: I had hoped, judging from the
expressions of opinion which emanated
from the late Premier (Mr. Itasion) when
enunciating his policy at Midland Junc-
tion last. October, that he would have

Itaken some action in the direction in
which I now move, or I thought that
perhaps lie might have left one of those
legacies which past Premiers are so noted
for, asking his successor to bring forward
something in this direction. As such has
not taken place, it now falls to my duty
to submit this motion to the considera'-

i tion of members. In order, however, to
make matters perfectly clear it is neces-
saryv for me to deal with a little bit of
ancient history, ancient history which
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perhaps many members are wore inti.
inately acquainted with than I am my-
self; but it is absolutely necessary in order
to make the position quite clear. Members
are aware of the attempts wade by Sir
Henry Parkes and others to bring abouttbe
Federation of Australia. Nothing de-
finite was done until the year 1896, when
Mr. Barton, now Sir Edmund Barton,
had a Conference of the various Premiers
of thle different colonies of Australia,
with the result that they agreed to bring
forward enabling Bills; and in 18.96 we
passed a Bill known as the Australiau
Federation Enabling Aut of 1896. In
March of the following year delegates
representing Western Australia and the
other colonies met in Adelaide; later on
they met in Sydney; and early in 1898
they met, for the last time, in Melbourne,
withi the result that the draft Constitu-
tion subsequently submitted to the
British House of Commons was then
passed. I will not deal with the actions
of our representatives on the occasions of
the Adelaide and Sydney Conventions,
but I must make some slight remark
about the position we occupied when the
final Enabling Bill was agreed to in its
final stages in Melbourne. Onl that occa-
sion the representatives from W estern
Australia occupied the floor of the
House on 121 occasions; Sir John For-
rest 106 times, five others of the Wes-
tern Australian delegates on 50 occa-
sions, and four never spoke at all.
[Mu. TAYLOR: Name them.] I have no
desire to name the four gentlemen who
did not speak, though representing
Western Australa. One was away on
sick leave; one has now passed over to
the great majonity; another is not worth
considering. But I dare say I shall
astonish the House when I state that the
editor of the principal dlaily' paper in
Western Australia, Dr. Hackett, was one
of the silent members onl that last occa-
sion when the question of Federation was
considered in an Interstate Convention.
1 may tell members that the West Aus-
tralian leaders at the Conference were not
in favour of rushing through so impor-
tant a measure. Prom the 17th March,
1898, wben that Convention ended in
Melbourne, until the 27th April, 1900--
an interval of over two years-the leaders
of the Government and the principal
people in Western Australia were opposed

to this colony's entering the Federation
on the terms laid down in the draft Con-
stitution. And it must he fresb in the
minds of members that towards the end
of April, 1900, the Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain sent to the then Adminis-
trator of 'Western Australia, Sir Alex-
ander Onslow, that famous cablegram
which really forced Sir John Forrest, and
others who in the interests of Western
Australia had held back for an indefinite
period, to consent to join the Federation.
I shall deal with only a portion of that
cablegram, because it is already recorded
several times in Mfansard of a few years
ago; and 1 shall read only the two patra-
graphs which practically led Western Aus-
tralia to join the Federal Union. Mr.
Chamberlain in the course of his wire
remarks:-

Western Australia, unless it joins as original
State, can only enter later on on condition of
complete intercolonial free trade. It will
thus lose the temporary protection offered by
Clause 95; and looking to present population
of Colony, it may also be found difficult to
secure such large representation as it would
receive as original State, and which will
enable Colony to secure adequate protection
for all its interests in Federal Parliament.

Your Ministers will also, of course, take into
consideration effect of agitation of the
Federalist party, especially in goldfields, if
Western Australia does not enter as original
State.
That cablegram caused Western Aus-
tralia forthwith to enter the Federal
Union, without the restrictions which Sir
John Forrest and our other leaders were
desirous of imposing. I shall deal later
with the goldfields separatist agitation.

Mu. TAYLOR: A very strong agitation,
too.

MR. MONGER: I will deal with it.
To that wire the then Administrator re-
plied:-

I am desired by my Ministers to thank you
for your great efforts to obtain one amend-
ment required in the Bill on behalf Wes-
tern Australia, and regret you hdve been
unable to secure the desired alteration. Par-
liament has been summoned, on your sugges-
tion, for the 17th May, when the Enabling Bill
wvill be introduced by Premier, providing for
the immediate submission of the Federation
Bill to the people. Ministeisa gratefully accept
your offer to make provision in the Imperial
Act for Western Australia to enter as an
original State, should the wishes of the people
be expressed in favour of Federation before
the Queen's proclamation is issued.
The result was, Parliament met; the
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referendum was made to the people; and
we deeided'to joinl tile Federation. The
strain under which we were to labour on
joining the union was realised at the out-
set by Mr. Chamberlain. He foresaw
that the burdens we were likely to be
calledl upon to bear would tax our endur-
ance to the utmost; anld as late as the
14th May, 1900, when speaking on thle
Federal 'Constitution Bill, he" referred
thus to the question (if tariffs as between
the States, and more particularly between
the other States and Western Australia: -

And undoubtedly it was admitted by- the
five federating colonies that, owing to the
peculiar position of Western Australia, she
wa-i entitled to some period of interval before
she adopted the common tariff of the Common-
wealth ; and accordingly five years were
allowed her for that purpose, subject to the
condition that each year one-fifth of any
difference that might exist between the tariff
of Western Australia and the tariff of the
Commonwealth should be reduced. I confess
that it seemed to mue that a condition of that
kind imposed, and I think it imposes, on the
financial systema of Western Australia a very
considerable strain. I do not envy the posi-
tion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer who
is beforehand tied down by a statutory and
constitutional law to reduce his tariff by one-
fifth in every successive year for five years to
come. It is perfectly evident that that must
interfere to a considerable extent with the.
production of his annual Budget. 'But, as I
have said, having appealed to the Premniers
and having put forward the views of Western
Australia, and having received from them the
statement that they did not feel justified in
assenting to any amendments, we reported the
result of our inquiries to Sir John Forrest, the
higahly-respected Premier or Western Aiis-
tralia; and iwe ventured-although it wss
perhaps hardly our business-in the inter~st,
as we believed, of Australia as a whole and
even of Western Australia, to impress upon
him that his Government should now recon-
sider their position, and that in spite of the
arrangements of which they complained, they
should seek to enter the Federation as an
original State.

New Zealand had the common sense to
stipulate for seven years within which
she could join the Federation ; and f9r-
tunately for her, thle remieirs 'were
unable to fall ini with her views. For-
tunate New Zealand, to escape so easily
the 'Federal contagion! Watching, as
she has been watching since, the gradual
centralisation of all Australian interests
in the city' of Melbourne, the gradual
destruction of individuality in the smaller
States, and the enrichment of the larger
Eastern States, New Zealanders must

now be congratulating themselves on
having escaped the Federal fever. The
fact that they stood out of the cumber-
some Federation has had the effect of
enlarging their own nationhood, widen-
ing their trade, attracting population
throughout the world, and making
New Zealand a country oif individuality,
which the less fortunate peoples oif Aus-
tralia, comprised in separate States, can
merely env~y and admire. We in' West-
ern Australia have as varied resources
and %ttractions as New Zealand. We
are farther removed from the present
Federal capital, in mere mileage, than
New Zealand itself, divided as we are b y
a long stretch of seaboard.

Mn. SCADDAN : Why not engage a
reader ?

Mnt MONGER: I am merely refer-
ring to my notes. We have ceased to
be OUr own1 masters, and must perforce
obey the behests of the Eastern States,
who have nothing in common with us,
and no regard for us except when gather-
ing the golden eggs laid by the West
Australian goose. Yet ofj all the States
of the Coinmon-wealth, Western Aus-
tralia is the only one that is attracting
population. I do not refer to our recent
importation of settlers from Europe
which has been so success fully carried
outt by our present Agent General, but I
allude to the voluntary ingress of popu-

IlatIo!Li that has been steadi ly tatking- pla!e,
more particularly in the South-West
Division along the Great Southern and
South-Western Railways. Within the

Ipast few years the value of our agricul-
tural lands hits been realised by mnen
from the Eastern States experienced in
farming pursuits, and they have not
been slow to recognise the advantagle
of thle home market Western Aus-
tralia affords the producer. This in-

Igress of population, for ten years
ending 1905, amounted to an average of
over 1,000 persons per mouth (123,229
for thle ten years), and despite the present
temporary depression the past six mnonths
have given us an accession of 3,717 to
our population. The land policy of the
Government, its liberal conditions, and
above all the intrinsic value of our agri-

*cultural lands, form an invincible attrac-
tion to the settler, which all the persistent
bitterness anld hostility shown by the
Eastern Press to this paLrt (if the conti-
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nent have been unable to check. In at
comparatively short space of time not an
acre of available land will be open for
selection in the South-Western Division,
peopled for the most part by former
settlers of the East, whose present Jro-
sperity gives the lie to the calumnies of a
peculiar Eastern Press. With a liberal
immigration policy, such as is in con-
templation by our Government, and the
voluntary migration hither of Eastern
colonists, this State has a bright outlook.
But is it fair that those of us who
have borne the burden and the heat
of the jast 20 years, or sat'y since the out-
break of the goldfit Ids, should stand idly
by and watch the benefits of our pioneer-
ing and early struggles diverted into
Eastern channels and enriching the city
of Melbourne and its people, who would
squeeze out our life-blood if necessary to
enrich themselves, and who have neither
sympathy nor scruples so far as we are
concerned Y Let us shake off this yoke,
and work out our own destiny for good
or ill. Every day that should follow
secession would see us more heartened,
every day would reveal some new source
of wealth and would generate the energy
to develop it. Better be free, even f
struggling, than fettered to an unsym-
pathetic monopoly such as Federation
really is. Think what. our present posi-
tion would have been had we stood out
of this - Federation twice confounded."
We would have been the envii-d of the
continent. The world would have been
competing for our- trade; our population
would have been enormously increased
-seeing that, in spite of the per-
sistent vilification of this country, the
picked men of the East are throw-
ing their lot in with us ; industries
which have been stifled by Federal legis-
lation and restrictions would be flourish-
ing and would be numbered fourfold, and
unlimited capital would have poured in
for the development of our mining and
agricultural resources. Production would
have increased, and gradually that awful
state of things which now exists, by which
we are annually sending to our Eastern
detractors one and a half millions of
sovereigns to purchase foodstuffs which
they grow-that deplorable state of things
would be at an end; and a smiling and
fertile husbandr y would yield us-and in
spite of all these drawbacks will yet yield

us in the future-those products grown
in our own soil for which we have to pay
our Eastern neighbours one and a half
millions annually. That money would
be kept here and circulated in the country
for our mutual benefit and profit. And
yet we have been content the while to
hand over a large percentage of our
Customs and other earnings: for what?
For at mere fad, a phantom, a something
shadowy and unreal so far as this
State is concered-a mnere expression,
Federation. Would that our leaders in
those pro-federal days had been more
true to our traditions and more loyal to
their country than to sacrifice us on the
altar of this fetish! Would that they
had followed the example of New

iZealand, whose public men refused to
take the leap in the dark to which we
were persuaded! It is well, however, to
remember that Mr. Chamberlain foresaw

*trouble ahead, although lie at the same
time was ambitions to bring about a
federated Australia, which in the abstract
no doubt had many attractive features,
that is looked at from the distance of
Downing-street. We all remember, and

*some of us took an active part in, the
agitation on the goldields in favour of

*Federation. On the goldfields, cheap living
and a railway connecting with the East
were the principal inducements held ont.
The railway we have not got, nor do we
seem likely' to secure it in the present
generation, seeing that a beggarly £20,000
for a, trial survey is begrudged us by our

*task masters in the East for the very rail-
way which they made a condition prece-
dent to our joining the Federation six
years ago. The cheap-living bogie is
being gradually and steadily attained,
but not through Federation. On the
other hand, it is by virtue of our own
local agricultural efforts; and if we are
fortunate enough to secure secession, we
will have an added stimulus to still
farther produce and thus reduce the cost
of living to the minimum prevailing in
some of the most favoured of the Eastern
States. That is distinctly a matter for
our land policy to look after and secure.
But we must remember that the bulk of
the people in those days were single and
mtarried men, whose families were not at
that period able to bear the so-called
privations of the fields and the high cost
of living. Consequently the families re-
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wained in their Eastern homes, and also
consequently the husbands and Fathers
on the fields were fettered by double ties
of sentiment to the East in which their
kin resided. A-nything that would bring
them in touch 'with the East appealed to
them, and the railway was the bait that
was held out. It 'was definitely promised
by the leaders of the sister States. Re-
gakrding that promise as sacred and
binding, those settlers on the fields were
duped into voting, for Federation, which
was to cheapen liviug and connect them
with the East. Those enthusiasts, how-
ever, have been bitterly deluded. The
railway they have not, and never will
have unless we build it ourselves. Mean-
wbile the expansion of our agricultural
industry, the establishment of the water
scheme and some very encouraging local
cultivation on the fields, have so greatly
ameliorated the old conditions as to render
that locality, with high wages prevailing,
afarujore desirable place of residence th an
their old homes in the East. The climate,
once maligne-d for its severity, is now
recognised as one of the finest, if not the
finest, in' the world, and proof of this is to
be found in the recent establishment of a
sanatorium in the old goldfields capital,
Coolgardie; and consequently, feeling
toward this imaginary benefit which was
to affect thoen all has undergone a corn-
lelte change, and the desire for Federa-
tion has now been supplanted by anxiety
for its elimination. Amongst the strong-
est advocates for now ahandoning Federa-
tion are to be found those who were most
noisy in advocating its adoption in the
past. And they have reason with them,
because they have been deceived in the
matter of the railway which was to con-
nect them with their old homes. But
now their homes are removed to the fields,
and they find themselves contented and
happy; and instead of annually shaking
the proverbial dust off their feet, we find
them more appreciative, perhaps, than we
are ourselves of the great beauties and
resorts of the seaboard and the South-
West; and in summer they crowd to the
Caves and watering-places on the coast,
Places which at first, when blinded by
prejudice, they perhaps reluctantly but
now enthusiastically appreciate and recog-
nise as being superior to anything
afforded. in the rest of the continent.
Instead of expending his savings on a

costly sea trip to the East, the goldfielder
is st~adily but surely putting them now
into conditional Ifllchase lands and free-
hold farms in the South-Western Division;
and lie knows full well that he will reap
a rich reward from his investment in the
near future, end that he is building up a
com fo rtable cou nt ry borne for his old age.
And yet these are the very me4n who used
to send their bard-earned thousands
through the post offices to their relatives
in the East. Onu the 30th 'June last
£1,7S4,498 had been deposited in theState
Savings Bank for the year-an amount
in excess of any previous period in our
history ; while £2,259,913 was due to
depositors in the Savings Bank, showing
an average credit of LBS 10s. 6d. per
head. Those remittances to the East
hare gradually hut surely decreased, and
our neighbours. do not like it. What
they like still less is the fact that those
or their former colmtrywen who came
here to scoff have remained to stay, and
having tried and proved this country,
are more than content with it, while
pnuportionately* their enthusiasm for
Federation has waned until vanishing
point hals been reached and passed,
and they now realise that it never was
what it was c;racked up to be. And they
eveni wore than the coastal residents
recognise the senselessnes and injustice
of continuing assistlance so exasperatingly
expenisive and useless. I have been
speaking rather of the workers on the
fields; and they also are inquiring what
quid pro quo the fields are receiving for
their mone *Y. They realise, too, that
their Eastern friends. although those are
benefiting -so largely from our trade,
never put bac-k at peihny into the industry
by which the West Australian mainly
subsists, namely the gold-miniug in-
dlustrY. Eastern enterprise on ouir gold-
fields has been Of theC share-jobbing
variety rallier than for bone fide develop-
inent, and indeed South Australian enter-
prise here has been rather a handicap in
the past tl~an an advantage, at any
rate for the goldfields. There is nothing
bold about their speculation. There are
hundreds, of likely places awaiting pro-
specting to become valuable gold fields.
Do our federal brothers assist us by put-
ting up one shilling for this worki No;
.but they will be only too eager and
anxious, to reap any benefits that must

Federation: to Withdrair.
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accrue from the liberal and enterprising
policy of the present Minister for Mines.
Our own Press, indeed, are sadly lacking
in pushing the mining industry as it
should do, but they are mild offenders
compared witht the Press in the East,
which have either inalig-ned or ignored
the very industry on which our l'rosperitv
depends, and from which they get. such a,
large share of trade. But they forget
that Easterners who have made homues
here have gradually broken away in their
new environment from. the malign influ-
ences that were so constantly upon
them so long as their residence was in
the East or so tong as their ties were
strong and fresh. But their ties in WVest-
emn Australia are stronger and more
vigorous thatn ever they were in Victoria
and New South Watles, and are flourish-
iug in more congenial soil and atmuosphere,
and have taken far more permanent root in
the land of the West. Hitherto theyv have
been nomads, till arriving here where they
have become citizens of a colony that far
excels the East in resources and prospects,
Western Australia has been a veritable
godsend-if they only had the gracte to
admit it-to Eastern merchants and
traders who have made a du mping ground
here for their cheap and sweated labour.
In return for the trade which we give
them directly, and to the dues which the
Federation exacts from us, the only' evi-
dences of their enterprise which we see
around us are the warehouses for storing
and distributing the results of the cheap)
and sweated labour to which I have
referred. These establishments are mere
branches of Melbourne and Sydney firms.
The principals we never see- All we
know of them is the sorrow we feel that
they are enabled to draw from us
enormous profits and dividends yearly.
They never even subscribe to our public
charities and movements, extracting the
last cent, out of our pockets, which they
spend in luxury in another and distant
home; and they do not even coudescend
to visit us, except perhaps as our paid
guests upon jaunts such as the openin
of the Water Scheme, couferencs of
Cjhambers of Commerce, and so on . On
these occasions they are good enough to
highly commend our good selves and our
enterprise, and say what fine fellows we
are in their after-banquet speeches, and
then they return from their holiday to

Melbourne or Sydney, there to forget
everything connected with us excelpt the
dividends drawn from their branch

i establishments here. That is all the help
our industries or our manufactures re-
ceive fromn the East, and that iu all they
can expect And for a good reason,
bectause in the East they have what, thank
heaven we have not, and, I trust will
never have here, namely* cheaper and
nastier labour, by the aid of which they

Iexploit the workers of this Stale
Nothing of course suited our Eastern
neighbours bette-r t htn the reform move-
ment, and that was the only form of
enterprise in this country to which

ithey lent material assistance, because
in that and in kindred movement they
were furnished with the means to sow
dissension betwixt coast and goldfields.
Happily, however, our inherent common
sense has broken down any barriers that
were for a time successfully erected
between us and the fields, and now West
Australians are one and a united people,
no matter what part of the State they
reside in. And we are determined to
work out our common salvation, shoulder
to shoulder. Even the most fac.tious of
the men of the old tines are ready and
joyful to admit, in and out of the H1ouse,
that any feeling existing in the past
has disappeared for ever. We on the
coast appreciate to the full our goldfields
brethren for their pursuit of the stable
industry of geld, upon which we all
mainly depend at present; while our
brethren on the fields are bound to us by
mutual longings for a common destiny.
Federation, co-operation, and other ties
which tend to bind men and Britishers
together, are all1 admirable considerations
in the abstract. But there have been
nothing but trouble and vexation of
spirit since we first embarked on our
unknown voyage. So far, we have been
doing all the giving, and the Federation
all the taking, and this process they pro-

Ipose to continue indefinitely. We have
had six years' experienceof it. Has our
isolation been removed? Are we not still
kept remote by thousands of mniles of sea
travel as though we were in actuality an
islandF Have we had any mitigation of
those drawbacks to compensate us in the
slightest degree for our participation in
that nightmuare of Federation? Members
will recollect the wave of enthusiasm

a
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that started on the goldfields and. swept
westward towards the coast. There was
the demand for Federation up there, with
a threat of separation if that demand
were not complied with. The Reform
League was formed, and it carried out am
energetic propaganda among the, gold-
fields residents. One marvels at the
susceptibility of human nature when one
reflects upon the fervour created by that
movement. One wonders what and who
were the exponents of the Federal doc-
trine, and of their ultimate fate. Who
were they? Where are they? Illustrious
names recall themselves to the memory,
names such as Dr. Ellis, Mr. girwan,
Mr. Harney, Mr. N. K. Ewing. Like
master minds, seeing their handiwork
completed, life bad. no farther interest
for them, and they retired to modest
restfulness, satisfied that their life-work
was done, with Federation as the coping
stone of a glorious career. But the evil
that men do lives after them. And so
Federation was accomplished, and our
ship of State starte out onl an unknown
sea. We have, however, added six years of
bitter experience since then. Those who
were most enthusiastic in the cause of
Federation upon the fields have, with the
rest of us, had ample opportunity to
examine into this strange thing; and I
venture to say that were an expression of
opinion taken of those so keen on the
consummation of Federation, those per-
sons would bo-day candidly admit that
they bad taken th~e step with eyes blind-
folded to the real obstacles that lay in the
path. Their verdict would be reversed.
They were blinded by an unknowing,
unreasoning prejudice against Western
Australia.. Their residence here, at first
intended to be but brief and temporary,
has become permanent and contented, and
the scales have fallen from their eyes.
They see things as these really are. And
they recognise that in entering Federa-
tion they were completely hoodwinked.
The promnise which chiefly appealed to
their sentiment was the speedy construc-
tion of the railway-a work solemnly
promised by' East Australia's most
prominet men. Tempora mut dater, nos
et mute mur in ig (the times change,
and we change with them). The gold-
fielders have waited impatiently for years
for the fulfilment. of the promised rail-
war, and now when they ask for the

redemption of the promise they are told
in effect, " We only promised you the
railway to get you into our bazaar, but
now that you are in you have got to stop
and take your chance." But they are
asking, "1Hare we got to stay inP and if
so, why so? Why should we be con-
tent with the doubtful promise of a
survey to cost £20,000, instead of those
gleaming hands of steel that were
to bind us together. No 1 now that
we have got your measure, we no
longer desire to be hound to you b y
any bands, steel or otherwise: we prefer
to work out oar own destiny in a land
that offers far more than any other part
of the King's dominions, prospects and
opportunities such as we cannot get else-
where-provided we are left alone to
work out that destinyv, remote from the
specious suipervision of strangers in the
East." Union has become a luxury
beyond our means; the willing camel
has had the last straw put on his hack;
our local aims and ambitions are stifled
beneath the heavy load of a, garish and
expensive Federal Adm inistration playizig
at statesmanship. It has given us no-
thing, we had not before. It seeks to
diminish our powers of expansion and to
crush our proper aims in order absorb us
as an appendage of a distant Government,
a, Government raised on false sentiment,
mediocre ability, Eastern ambition, and
shoddy nationalism. Men feel that having
made a, bargain they should stick to it;
but a bad bargain is not to be turned
into a permanent and incurable disability.
Federation should not have emiblazoned
on its portals the gruesome legend,
" All hope abandon ye who enter here."
Sir John Forrest, in an interview given
some little time ago, stated that as far as
this particular motion was concerned, the
great majority of the people of Western
Australia are not in accord with it. I
only hope that Sir John Forrest and the
members of this Parliament will give the
people of Western Australia one wore
opportunity of having the matter re-
ferred to them.

MR. SCADDAN:' Do you think they
would reverse their decision ?

Mn. MONGER: I ami certain of it.
MR. HIKTMANN: I am not; they are

stronger than ever.
Ma. MIONGER: As far as the gold-

fields and Perth are concerned, there
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would be a two-to-one majority against
it. All I ask members is to give the
people this opportunity. Surely we have
had sufficient to do with federation
during the past six years, and surely the
great amount that it has cost this State
and the little we have received from it
and are likely to re-ceive, should induce
every member to give to the people one
more opportunity of considering this
great and vital question.

MR. HEITEAWN: Tell us how we are
to get that opportunity.

Mn. MONGER: I will tell von by
and by. I would like to call thJ atten-
tion of members t~o certain questions
asked in thle Sriuth Australian Parlia-
liament only yesterday afternoon. The
South Australian Premier, in replying to
these questions, practically said that as
far as South Australia was concerned
the Government had in no way bound
themselves to any promise in conlnection
with this survey. If we are receiving
treatment like this from South Australia,
treatment that we have received during
the sir years we have been in the Union,
surely it is timie for us to take some
action. I have heard our Fe'derad repre-
sentatives say they have never received
any assistiance from the Parliament of
this State or .the people of this State, to
help them in bringing forward matters
relating to the best interests of the people
of the State. Hitherto we have been
absolutely dormant. We have taken no
action one way or the other. We
have accepted it, and have never entered
any protest against what the people
on the other side liked to give us.
According to the Commonwealth Trea-
surer's statement yesterday, the big
amount of £11,000 has been allocated
towards fresh works for Western Aus-
tralia; and they have likewise re-voted
farther item§ amounting to something
like £14,000 which were on the previous
Estimates. In other words, Western
Australia to-day has to reveive from the
Commonwealth Government a sum of
£925,000 during the next twelve months,
apart from the salaries of officers em-
ployed in the departments under Federal
control. Whatt is that? What are we
paying for the £25,000 that they pro-
pose to expend upon us? What benefits
have we ever derived from the Pedera-

Ition ? Only one section of the coin-
munity hasi, under Federation, received
the slightest benefit. I am referring to'
the wine and spirit merchants and the
publi cans. By the advent of Federation,

1those bodies have made something like
half a million since we federated, a. sum
which I have no doubt the Treasurer
would say would be far better in his
hands than in the bands that now hold
it. It is absolutely impossible to point
to any other enterprise that has derived
the slightest benefit fronm Federation.
Are we to continue in this way ? Are
we to be laughed at when those repre-
seniting us apply for a paltry &.0000
toinake the survey of a line of railway
pledged and promised to us by the Pre-
mniers of the adjoining States before we
federated? It wouldhavL been better if
the people on the go]ldfields and the
people of Western Australia had only
taken the advice of the late Mr. Vosper
and Mr. 0. 3. Moran, who canvassed
from the coast to the goldfields, plaoed
before the people their views, and fore-
told the difficulties that we would be
under if Federation were granted without
these pledges being part of the Con-
stitution. I say, all power to those
gentlemen ; all power to the memory
of the late Mr. Vosper! May thle
people of Western Australia live to see
that had his forecast been admitted,
Western Australia to-day would have
been in a very different position from that
we are in now. Here we have the

IGovernment bringing down to use increased
*taxation. We are Ltaxed now about as
high as we can possibly stand-and why?
Because we federated. There would be
no occasion for a land tax, a tax which
meets with considerable difference of
opinion from nearly every section of the

Icommunity-we should have nothing of
th at k ind, if we were allowed to u ntie th a
k-not which has brought all this trouble
u pon us. And I ant certain that the bulk
of the members sittinjg on the Treasur *y
benches to-day, the bulk of those sitting
on the Opposition side of the House, the
bulk, of the members of this Parliament,
are in accord with this very mild motion
of mine, which only asks once more for
the opportunity to be given to the people;
and I for one, if thatt opportunity be
again given, and if the result that I atnti-
cipate does not take place, shall1 for ever
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remain ai true and loyal supporter of the
Commonwealth.

MR. HEITMANN: YOU said that last
time.

MR. MONGER: But give us once
again an opportunity of appealing to thee
people; that is all I ask, and it is very
mild.

MR. HEITMANN: Tell us where the
Federal Government has failed in its duty
towards Western Australia.

MR. 'TROY: He has already told us
that.

MR. MONGER: I would like the hon.
member (Mr. Heitmaun) to point to one
particular instance where the Federal
Parliament has done its duty towards
this State.

MR. HKITMANN: It has done its dut.
'AI. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr.. MONGER: Section 87 of the

onstitution Act secures to the States
collectively a return of three-fourths of
their Customs revenue for ten years only'
from the establishment of the Oommuon-
wealth. After that all revenue from
Customs is absolutely at the disposal of
the Federal Parliament. The financial
position is not in safe bands uinder
ordinary circumstances, so far as we are
concerned, away in Victoria; but having
at the present moment Sir John Forrest
as Federal Treasurer, he no. doubt will
look after the interests of Western Aim-
tralia. At the Hobart Conference last
year it was agreed to extend the ten years
to twenty, and then the Federal Govern-
ment are to assume management of the
State debts. The Constitution contained
that power, and for this reason many
thousands were induced to vote for
Federation, believing that the States
would thus benefit by the reduction in
rates of interest, one of the results of the
Union. But the reputation of individual
States stands above that of the Common-
wealth ; and more particularly in the case
of Western Australia, with her strong
sinking fund. The benefit of reduced
interest is still in) the future. While
banding over the debts, the States give
up a great deal of future liberty of action
regarding loans, which have hitherto
been devoted to individual development.
And so the Braddon Clause was con-
tinued, which is remiarkable because -it

illustrates the change of public opinion
in regard to perpetuation of what was

once stigniatised as a " blot," but which
is really a blessing. At the recent
Premiers' Conference, by three votes to
two it was decided to' recommend the
future division of surplus, very properly,
on a per capita basis; properly, that i's,
if the bookkeeping system is done away
with. We and other smaller States con-
sume, unfortunately. large quantities of
Victorian and New South Wales goods.
We have paid over :30 millions in this
way for ten years past, or three millions
a year on an average. But the price we
pay for these goods includes, if not the
whole at any rate a large proportion of
the duty which would have been payable
on them had they been imported from
oversea; and instead of the various State
Treasuries, as before Federation, being
benefited, the benefit now goes to the
producers, manufacturers, and workmen
of Victoria and New South Wales. Thus,
even if at per capita division were to give
us and other smaller States, for a time a
slight advantage, we should only be
getting back some of the mioney which
has been diverted front our Treasuries
into Victorian and New South Wales
channels. The Conference recognised
Western Australia's peculiar position,
and agreed to specially favourable treat-
ineut beintj given her for five* years
longer. In April last thePremiiersnmet in
Sydney. Since the Hobart meeting the
61d Age Pensions Commission tins re-
ported; the Tobacco Commission has
recommended nationalising tobacco; the
Senate passed a resolution favouring
nationalising the sugar refining industry;
the capital site has been to the fore, a
scheme that will cost many millions; the
Shipping Commission has certainly not
recommended for the present a federally-
owned steamship trade; and, lastly,
the Federal Labour Leader has declared
for Socialismn-i.e. collective ownership,
of all means of production, distribution,
and exchiange-by buying out lpresent
owners. These require heaps of money,
and when we ask where it, is to come
from, we are told, "Do away with the
Braddon clause at the end of the statu-
tory ten years, and you have seven or
eight niillions to do as von like with."
What of the States which require the
money to preserve their solvency ? And
what advantage would Western Australia
possibly gain from the completion of any
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of the above schemes P-schemes which
are originated solely for the benefit of
the Victorian-New South Wales federa-
tion, and out 8f which no scintilla of
advantage could accrue to Western Aus-
tralia beyond the equivocal one of putting
]her funds into the hands of a foreign
Treasurer to spend how hie likes, on
what hie likes, for the sole benefit of
Victoria and New South Wales. The
evident intention of the States not to
band to the Commonwealth anything not
strictly provided for in the Constitution
shows that even in the East, which has
been glorified by this meretricious
" Commonwealth," they are not prepared
to go any length. At that Sydney
Conference the Premiers rejected Mr.
Deakiu's proposal for a fixed sumn to be
returned to the States for a limited
number of years. Fifteen nmonths ago
the States, with one exception, were
satisfied with an extension of twenty
years. The danger then threatening has
nouw become more inmment, hence the
demiand to be p'rotected for all time, and
the States unanimously declared for a
continuation of the b~raddon Clause for
all time. Mr. Deakin said he did not
think Parliament would consent to this.
As an old State Premier he must see the
justice of this demand. Evidently then
he is not his own master, hut the creature
of the Labour party who keep him in
power. Why should we suffer for this?
At the same time a tariff is required to
produce revenue. But if we were free of
the Commonwealth. that tariff would be
what we chose to impose, and would
directly benefit our own State solely, and
would not go to perpe tuating a phantasm
reared in a distant land like the East.
which is just as distant or more so to-day
than it was ten years ago. Secession has
been in men's mouths. The centre of
Federation is too far away; it is some-
thing apart from every-day life. It has
been said that there is no way out of it.
But we have the quite recent example of
Sweden and Norway fresh before our
eyes; countries whose union had sub-
sisted for over a hundred years. When
men are unanimous and determined, the
apathy with which many of us have
regarded the Federal incubus will dis-
appear, and an enthusiasm ats keen and
far more permanent and absorbing for
withdrawing from Federation and follow-

ig out our own destiny will take the
place of that apathy. ubmnit but the
question again to the people. There
will be but one answer. I await that
answer with joy and with confidence.
I may also say that, under the last
section of the Constitution Act, by a
majority vote of both Houses of Parlia-
meut submitted to the Federal Parlia-
ment and supported by a mnajority of
the Federal Chambe-s, Western Austra-
lia would become once more the free
country that she was before we. joined
the Federation. There is a paragraph in
the Governor's Speech delivered the
other day, in which we were notified that
we may be called upon to lose, af ter a
few months , another £433,000 a year.
This is a pretty big statement, and I
would like to ask somie miembe~rs who tie
opposed to this motion, what are wegoing
to get in retur-n for it? [MEm BER
Federal sympathy!] As far ats I can
judge, up to the present time the F'ed.-ra-
tion has done very little for Western
Australia, and Western Australia has
done much for the other States. No
person in this State has a higher opinion
than I of the present Federal Treasui-er
(Sir John Forrest), uo one in this
House doubts that his every thought is
for the advancement of tbe interest of
his native State; but how can he ad-
vance the interest of Western Australia,
represented as we are in the Federal
Parliament virtually by Sir John For-
rest and ten othersP We were repro.
sented by Sir John Forrest and nine
others at the Conventions which caused-
Western Australia to join the Federal
Union. Now when we have Federation,
we continue to be represented by that
gentleman and ten others. [MRt. TAYLOR
interjected.] With all due respect to
the jocularit 'y that sometimes emanates
from the member for Mount Margaret
(Mr. Taylor), I think that when he views
this que~stion with the seriousness he
sometimes displayvs on matters of inm-
portance, he will conclude that in the
interest of Western Australia the time
has arrived not only for us to take
strong action, but to let our Federal
representatives know that we watch them;
that if the people of the other States
will not give us that consideration to
which we are entitled, we will put the
matter once again before the people of
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this State, abide by the wishes of the
people, and ask the Federal Parliament
to endorse our action. I da not intend
any longer to delay the House. I do
not wish to worry the House with a mass
of figures which are neither here nor
there; but I will say I hoped when
the first and only referendum was
mnade to the people of Western Aus-
tralia. and when a large majority
was in favour of union, that the
majority was right. I was one of those
who said, " Well, the majority cannot be
wrong and the minority right"; and I
was prepared to be a true ad loyal
supporter oif the Commonwealth. I
hoped that the sentiment expressed by
one of Australis's greatest Statesmen-
poets might have been a sentiment with
which I could have imbued the daily
prayers of my children. The sentimnit
to which I refer is thus expressed:--

May this thy last-born infant then arise,
To glad thylheart and greet thy parent eyes;
And Austratasia aloat with flag tunfurled,
A. new Britannia in another world.

But in- the language of an ancient
proverb, "Times change, and 'we change
with them." I beg formally to move the
motion standing in my name.

MR. A. C. GULL (Swan): It is with
the greatest pleasure, as a West Aus-
tralian born and true to the tradit ions of
my country, that I rise to second the
motion. In dealing with a, subject such
as this, many questions must be con-
sidered; there are many issues which an
intelligent House should bear in mind
before going to a vote. Regarding cur-
sorily the eoquent speech of the member
for York (Mr. Monger), it appeared to
me that in his reference to the despatches
received from Mr. Chamberlain, and in
his estimate of the weight which they
carried with our then patriot Premier
Sir John Forresit, the hon. member
should have gone a little farther, though
perhaps he may not be inclined to go so
far as I, when I Say that Mr. Chamber-
lain's interference in this matter was
absolutely unwarrantable - unwarrant-
able not because I deny that Mr. Chamber-
lain is the bright particular star of the
British Empire at the present day, hut
because he bad no knowledge of the
circumstances of this State -when he
tendered that advice to Sir John Forrest.

As a, matter of fact, Mr. Chamberlain's
action was most certainly influenced by
the other States who wanted to enter the
union; and why that influence should
have been used as, an argument to
Western Australia is inconceivable,
for Sir John Forrest, of all men, must
have known and did know that. the
sacrifices we were called upon to make
were altogether too great to admit of
any sentimental consideration. I pur-
pose to divide my remarks under the
headings of cause and effect. Dealing
first with the cause, I have not the
slightest wish to barrow the feelings of
present members of the House who were
prominent Federalists when Federation
was brought about. Suffice it to say, I
amn perfectly sure that those prominent
men who are amongst us to-day and who
were [pronounced Federalists on the day
of the referendum, would be only too
pleased and too proud to bury their
ghosts. In that connection I am per-
fectly willing to challenge the Ministerial
bench to-day. I challenge Ministers to
stand up in this debate, and let the
House and the country know exactly the
position that Ministers take up to-day.

THE PREMIE R: You would not give US
a chance. You jumped up too quickly.

MEL. GULL: I will give you a chance,
do not worry. Dealing with those
Ministers now in the House, I will take
the Treasurer (Hon. Frank Wilson).

MEMBERn: He was not a Federalist.
Ma. GULL: I know wcll that he was

a Federalist; and I am sure that if be
coUld put back the clock for five or six
years he would not be a. Federalist to-
day. As to the Premier (Hon. N. J.
Moore), I am satisfied that his inborn
instincts as a. West Australian will
compel him to stand up here to-night
and support this motion. As to the
Minister for Works (Hon. 3. Price), I
am satisfied that, young as he is in this
House-as young as I am-he, brought
into contact with the daily necessities of
of Western Australia, will. see that the
whole Federation was a hideous mnistake.
As regards the Attorney General (Hon.
N. Keenan)-well, I will hazard the re-
mark that no man in this House is game
to say how the hon. gentleman will vote.
As to the Honorary 'Minister (Hon. J.
Mitchell), a West Australian, I feel
satisfied as to how he will vote. But I
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would place before him this considera-
tion : if he does not vote for the motion,
I am willing to leave him in the hands
of Mr. Throssell and his friends at
Northamn.

MINIsTER: What of the Minister for
Mines ?

Mxt. GULL: The Minister for Mines
(Ron. Rl. Gregory), wham I have known
for many years, will, I am sure, stand up
also in support of this motion, knowing
as he does the exigencies of the case.

MR. CARSON: What about the West
Anstraliun?

Mu, GULL: I will come to the West
Australian. We all know there was a,
heavy vote east in favour of Federation
when the referendum was wade to the
people; and I purpose to show, as far as
in me lies, how that heavy majority was
gained. First-and foremost, we have the
fact that Sir John Forrest refused to send
the Federal Enabling Bill to the people.
Why did lit refuse ? Simply because he
knew that the people then rushing into
the country, principally from the Eastern
States, naturally had uppermost in their
mtinds a sympathy with the States from
which they caie, and that Western Aus-
tralia could not possibly * get a proper
" deal " if the Bill was then referred to
the people. There was then no sympathy
between the people who were coining to
the country and the older sietlers.

MR. LYNCH : Do you want to guard
against those foreigners?

MR. GIU LUb: Not at all ; because those
foreigners. have since become West Aus-
tralians. For many years after the dis-
covery of gold I was on our goldfields,
where I witnessed the earl y agitation for
Federation; and I knew what was
influencing those men amongst us like
the member for 'Mount Margaret (Mr.
Tayqlor). They had just come from an-
other State. They knew it was to the
interest of the States they had come
from. [Mu.. TAYLOR: That is not fair.]
They did not' for one moment identify
themselves with Western Australia. Their
idea then was to get as much cash or
gold -out of the Western Australian
goldifields as they* could and to get home
again ; and the member for Mt. Margaret
knows it. [MR. TAYLOR: They came to
open up the country.] Most decidedly.
Circumstances compelled them to open it
up. Looking for gold compelled them to

open up the country. Every man look-
ing for gold, like myself, was opening up
the country to all intents and purposes.

Wen Parliament agreed to Bend the Hill
tthe people there had been a consider-

alle amount of hostility raised to the
Bill not having been sent in the earlier
stages; and Sir John Forrest to the con-
trary, I consider it was the most egre-
gious mistake Western Australia has
made in her career, because if the Bill
had been sent to the people as it was sent

ito the people of the other States oil Iie
electoral rolls on which members of Par-
liament were elected, and had Sir John
Forrest been true to his colours, we at
all events would have postponed this
measure for another ten years. Not tllLt
1 am for a moment against the principle
of Federation; because I recognise that
we in Australia are not a community
like those living in the central States of
America, since we belong to one rate;
and I am always prepared to mnake at
certain a-mount of sacrifice in the inter-
ests of that race, and I have. always
recognised that it was only a question of
time. Results have proved my conclu-
sion to the hilt. Men who were coming
here in thosie days, attracted by the pro~-
spect of making a rise on the goldfields,
as time has gone on have become
,just as much West Australians as I ami.
[MR. TAYLOR: They are Australians.J
1 am a6 West Australian first and aot
Australian afterwards. When it wiis
decided to send the Bill to the people
the re was an outcry, particularly tromn
the goldfields, that the people had no
chance of casting votes, because so many
of them were not on the rolls. At al
events the fact remains that every other
State in Australia had its referendum on
the existing electoral rolls, and we should
have done the same thing. Had we done
so, I would have been perfectly satisfied
to abide b y the issue; hut I never was
satisfied for more reasons than one.
When it was decided by Parliament to
issue voters' rights, certain gentlemen in
Kalgoorlie and other places were in-
structed to issue these rights. I am going
to tell you how they did it. In the first
place the Cham ber of Mines in 'Kalgoorlie
was seived at that time with a. sort of
mnania to rush the State into Federation,
and it spent £22,000 or £93,000 on the
days before the referendum rousing up as
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many people as could possibly be found
to get voters' certificates. I could not
have complained so much had they
stopped at that, because it was the law of
the country that these voters' rights
should be issued ; but what did we find ?
We found that M[r. Hugh Mahon, now a
member of the Federal House, and 1 for-
get the other gentlemen's names in Kal-
goorlie, but Mr. Kirwan was one-
these were given the duty of issuing the
voters ' rights and to do it correctly.
What do we findP It stands on record
to-day-and I was on the fields in those
(lays and know whatlIam talkiugabout-
that the blocks of these voters' riglhtt
were signed in the office, and were handed
out to the various cainvassing ageuts,
and the names of those who applied for
the rights were pencilled on the butts.
[MR. TAYLOR: Was that the Chamber
of Mines ?] Yes, decidedly. They did
not care for the interests of Western
Australia as long as they got Federation.
[Several MEmBERs: Shame!] At ainy
rate that was the way the rights were
issued, and it is much to the disgrace
of the Chamber of Mines that it wasI
their cash that did it. The namesI
of the men who were handed theseI
rights were pencilled on the butts in
the streets, and the certificates were
handed out to every Tom, Dick, and
Harry. I say without the slightest
hesitation that there were polling booths
all over Boulder and Kalgoorlie, and any
man could, and scores of men did, take
out more rights than one and vote more
than once.

MR. HEITMANN: It was not so.
MR. GULL: It was so. Mr. Mahon

and another gentleman, I think, wvere
struck off the roll of justices of the peace
for the parts they played.

MR. HEITMANR: That is why Mr.
Mahon was returned to the Federal Par--
litnent.

Ma. GULL: Quite so, when men like
the hon. member returned him. I dv
not want to deal any farther with the
hostility that existed towards this State
on the goldields at the time. I was then
looking for gold, like scores of others.
But the general feeling was that the
hostility engendered in the first place by
the refusal to send the Bill to the people
brought out this feeling: "We do not
want Federation; but we will teach you

damned Gropers a lesson." That was
the feeling that existed.

MR. TAYLOR: Who said that ?
MR. GULL: I heard it scores of

times.
MR. SCADDAN: What was the result

of the vote outside the goldfields?
MR. GULL: I shall tell you that

directly.
MR. LYNCH: Tell us what happened

at Kittanining. Give them all a, rub.
MR. GULL: One of the e-hief induce-

mients or one of the compensating advan-
tages held out to this State to join the
Union was the guarantee concerning a
railwaky. But unfortunately you cannot
take the wor-d of an Australian politician;
ait all events, our- experience has taught
Lis that we cannot take the word of an
Eastern politician. It is a well-known
fact that from the beginning- of this
agitation for Federation, an absolute
guarantee was given that there would
be a federal railway constructed by
the Federal Government, and this was
held out especially to people on the
goldields, and it in turn was advanced
by them as a great argument why
the rest of Western Australia should go
into the Union. What has been their
attitude sinceP I think it is well to sink
my voice when I speak of the attitude
that prominent men in Australia have
adopted since those pledges were given.
[MR. TROY: Whisper it.] Yes, I would
do so, only that I want the House to hear.
We were promised-I would almost say
"pledged' if I could have taken the
word of those lion, gentlemen-as a sine
qua non that a railway would be built to
connect Western with Eastern Australia.

Ma. TAYLOR: What prominentt men of
the Eastern States gave that pledge ?

Ma. GULL: The Premier of South
Australia, Mr. Kingston.

Ma. TAYLOR: He contradicts that.
MR. GULL: Yes. Would you expect

anything else but contradictions from
them ?e Their attitude since Federation
has been a complete reversal. There has
been an utter disregard of their pledged
word that induced us to join; and to their
shame be it said that they have taken up
such a position. Since Federation, Wes-
tern A ustralia has been so whole-souled
to have tie whole of federated Australia
brought together as much as possible that
this State absolutely guaranteed to the
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Federal Government the cost of the in-
terest on the construction of the railway.
That was taking a huge contract on our
shoulders. Personally, viewing the matter
dispassionately, I think Mr. James was
placing a large burden on the shoulders of
the people in giving such a guarantee.
However, whether we were justified in
doing so or not, Parliament determined
it and was satisfied that Western Aus-
tralia should guarantee to the Federal
Government the loss that might accrue on
the railway; not for one year only, but
for 10 years. What do find after that ?
We could not even get a paltry survey,
costing Q20,OOQ odd, through the Federal
Parliament, especially through the Senate.
Why ? Because of that antagonism that
has existed in the Eastern States towards,
Western Australia for many years. It is
110 use? denying the existence of that
antagonism. Various gentlemen, whom
the- previous speaker characterised as
picnickers, Came here and said. that we
were very good fellows, and told us that
they were quite in accord with our rail-
way; but when they went back to the
Federal House we find that every time we
have made one convert for the railway wve
have lust two, because they recognise
that the thing is being brought closer;
and of the men that were in favour of the
Bill in the House of Representatives the
last timne the measure was brought up,
some of them are now voting against it
because others are voting for if, and they
intend to block it.

MaL. SCALDDAN:- Who are theyP
Mu. GULL: I cannot remember their

names now. I know it is a fact.
Mn. SCADuNnr. It is an incorrect state-

ment you are making.
Mn. GULL: Anyhow, if they hadl any

honour in their composition there was a
guarantee to us that this railway would
be built, and now they jib actually at a
survey of it.

MR. SCADDAN:- Young Colts.
MnR. GULL: Mr. Kingston is no young

colt. Mr. Kingston said:- " Build the
railway from Esperance to the fields, and
so far as South Australia is concerned we
will give you permnission to run the line
through." After all is said and done,
the ultimate decision does not lbe with
the Federal House: it lies with the petti-
fogg ing State of South Australia.. [Mam-

BERS: Oh!] I say pettifogging, and I
say it with all due consideration.

MR. SCADDAN:- Say it without pre-
judice.

Ma. GULL: If it is not without preju-
dice, their attitude is proof. When wve
find the leaders in South Australia. men
like Mr. Kingston, vaunted for his ability,
vaunted for his Australian sympathies
by the Labour people, and recognised
as one of the best men in Australia;
when he dares to go back On his word
which he pledged to Western Australia.,
I say he is not worth a snap of the
fingers. [Interjections.]

MR. SPEA KER:- There are too many
interjections. I shall have to take some
steps if members do not control them-
selves.

Mn. GULL: There is anothtrv fact
that had a good deal of bearing, another
of those matters which forced us into tme
union, I mean the rotten tactics ex-
hibited in our own country in making the
question a vital one in Western Australia,
and making it a party question in the
House;, andlI defy anyone who knows
the ins and outs of the business from
beginning to end to say it was not made
a party question. Tt was, and shame on
the members who did it. I do not intend
to-night to spare anybody. This ques-
tion of Federation has been drilled into
me for the last six years, and I say it
was made a question of party politics. I
want to prove it. We find head and
shoulders among the Federal leaders of
the day, Mr. Waiter James. A ward or
two about Mr. Walter J ames.

MR. TAYLOR: He is coming bac;k to
Western Australia.

Mn. GULL:- I have written and told
himn what I think about it, long ago. Mr.
James was sent to Melbourne as a dele-
gate to the Convention, representing
Western Australia. Hle went there and
sat for a, few weeks, and before we knew
anything about it, Mr. James was back
in Western Australia. He called a meet-
ing in one of the big halls in Perth and
told the people of Western Aust ralia that
this Federal Convention, the union that
was proposed, was so absolutely hostile,
so absolutely against the interests of
Western Australia, that he had enime
home to tell the people so. 'He would
not stop there under false pi-tenees any
longer, but came borne and said it was
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an absolute impossibility for Western
Australia to join under the circumstances.
Then within two years, for party pur-
poses alone, to oust Sir John Forrest
from the Premiership of the State, 'Mr.
Walter James was the heart audgoulof the
Federal cam paigni *of Western Australia.
The Treasurer-I will say this for him,
and perhaps it may be a good thing for
him -I do not know what his previous
convictions were, but I have always
known him to be a Federalist, if his
protestations at that tine were sincere,
and I trust they were, but I only hope
lie has since seen the errors of his ways.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: You are
threatening.

Mu. GULL: I am not threatening. I
am telling the Treasurer I hope lie has
seen the errnr of his ways. Mr. Gardiner
was another Federalist and another ardent
supporter of Mr. Walter James, who for
1)arty purposes tried to oust the Forrest
Government. The member for West
Perth (Mr. Illiugworth)-I must come
to him -was anotherproininent Federalist,
and there again I am in no position to
say what his previous convictions were,
but I say fdr that member that no matter
what his previous convictions were, the
member for West Perth would at all
events have been "game" enough to
have gone to Melbourne as a Western
Australian representative, either in the
Senate or in the House of Representa-
tives, had not his advanced years
precluded him from doing so. What
happened to the younger members, Mr.
Walter James, Mr. James Gardiner, Mr.
Frank Wilson? Not one of them would
come to the assistance of this State after
they had "bogged" it into this miser-
able union. Another point, and a very
serious point, affecting more the coastail
division than the goldfields, was the final
defection of Sh- John Forrest. Good
man as Sir John Forrest proved himself
to be for many 'years as leader of this
House, good man as he undoubtedly is in
the Federal House, I say without the
slightest reservation that Sir John For-
rest was a convert to Federation against
his own belief. f do not care who likes
it, or who doos not like it. I have known
the man for man,' years, and I say if
there was one 'nan in Western Australia
who, by his previous history and by the
circumstances of the case and his know-

ledge of the country that he was born and
bred in, was an an~ti-federalist, then Sir
John Forrest was. When a Royal Com-
mission was appointed by this House to
consider this question, and I have an
idea that you, Mr. Speaker, were on that
Royal Commission, Sir John Forrest
was most decidedly the leader of the anti-
federalists who voiced their opinions on
that Commission. (Murnit: It was
twenty years before its time.] Yes, and
he knew it was twenty years before its
time. When that Commission was sit-
ting various witnesses, all Shades of
opinion, were called before that Comn-
mission, and it was uudouhtedly proved
to the satisfaction of Sir John Forrest
that Federation, at all events for Western
Australia, Was aL thinig that must be con-
sidered twenty years hence.

MR. Thor: Whby did lie become a con-
vertP

Hit. GULL: Well, I wish I knew. I
suppose it was what I said in opening,
the unjustifiable interference of Mr.
Chamberlain. I can think nothing else,
because I know unless there was some-
body pulling the strings, Sir John Forrest
was tot) good a patriot to go in any other
way. The attendant satellite of Sir John
Forrest in this State, the so-called dic-
tator of policy, the dictator of the prin-
ciples and of all free thought in Western
Australia, was in a position undoubtedly
similar to Sir John Forrest u4 to the
last mninute. Right up to the time of
the defection of Sir John Forrest and
Dr. Hackett, I was very much in
symlpathy with (I think we called our-
selves) the National Federal League or
the National Political League, or some-
thing of that sort-I was very mnuch
associated with Mr. Harper, as staunch
an anti-federalist as any in the State.
Up to the night of the speech in Bun-
bury' and the lending article that
appecared in the West Autstralian the
next morning, Mr. Harper was and
remained an anti-federalist to the end.

MR. COLLIER: There must have
been a lot of bad men in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mx. GULL: There were a lot of them.
At the last moment, Dr. Hackett
" ratted." T do not care who hears. I
have always kuw n this, that when once
a man turns his colours on a matter
in that mantner, then as a proselyte he is
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always the most ardent supporter of the
new doctrine. All this is by way of
showing that the heavy vote that was
east in Western Australia for Federation
was distinctly traceable to causes that
should never have cropped up if the
interests of the State had been cou-
sidered. I am going to deal as trench-
antly as I may with the effects produced
by this disas trous Union, and first and
foremost is the question of the Treasury
-the income. What I want to convey
to the House, without attempting to go
into) a Imass Of figures that might befool
members and befog myself, is the actual
results that have been entailed. First of
all we stand in the miserable position
of having the first deficit that has
hail to be announced in Western Aus-
tralia, for many years. And why?
The whole question has been distinctly
traceable, as everybody knows without
my attempting to put forth masses of
figures I have here, to the fact that
when we ceased to be a responsible State
we forfeited our right to collect Customs
duties. That would not trouble me so
very much, provided I saw that we would
get any equivalent for it; but up to the
present we have sat still for the last
six years, and we have taken anything
that has been thrown at us. We found,
after joining, that we lost our revenues.
Undoubtedly the wisest precaution was
insisted on by Sir John Forrest, that we
should have a sliding scale for five years,
which was a very large palliation to our
position; but the fact rumains that when
we lost the power of controlling the
Customs, we lost the huge revenue we
were developing this country with at that
time. When it comes to that point and
the question of taxation to make that up,
it has a distinct bearing on the position
of the countryv in this way, that although
we have ceated to collect our Oustoms
revenues, our living has become no
cheaper in this State, and we are forced
now to the alternative of putting a tax on
land, a tax over a. huge country like
Western Australia, with a silhall and
scattered population, a. country that is
seeking to get immigrants on its lands, a
country that has everything to) gain by
developing its resources up to the highest
possible point, and which is inducing
people to come here. As an alternative
to the Customus duties which we were conm-

pelled to lose, we have, I say, now to turn
round and raise money by land tax.

*(ME:MOER: We have not done it yet.]
We shall have it. There is not the
slightest doubt about that, and I ami
bound to vote for it although I dis-
like it. [MEMBER: -Why?]J I amn
bound to vote for it to produce revenue.
[Interjection.] No; nut caucus at all.
We find that at the present time we have
to revert to the policy of a loan expendi-
ture to build agricultural railways, which
every man in the House knows should

*have been built out of revenue. The
principle has always been held in Western
Australia that we should build our agri-
cultural railways out of revenue, that our
ordinary local1 development should be a
charge against current revenue. We
ought not to have to go to England for
the mnoney; but in the present uircumu-
stances it is impossible to adopt the
course I refer to. Only last session we
had the deplorable admission of the
Treasurer that we even had to spend loan
money on roads. Such an admission as
that proves conclusively that we ought

nvrto have mixed up with this affair.
(nee to. No; not a shady trans-
action; purely a transaction we were
driven to by necessity. We are. bounu, to
carry out a. policy of settlement, and to
raise money to do so, and until we have
succeeded in overtaking the mnillion and
a-half, or two millions, that go to the
other States for ordinary foods we eon-
sumne here, we shall be in a hole. We
have to spend loan money on even such a.
thing as rabbit-proof fencing, and we are
driven to the obnoxious principle-
obnoxious, at all events in the circum-
stances of Western Australia, because we
are a great big scattered State, with
millions of acres of first-class land that
only wants to be brought into cultivation
and to get men settled on'-it to establish
the fact that this is the best wheat-
growing State in Australia.. And these

*are the possibilities we have to contemn-
plate. In connection with this we are
told that we buy thousands of pounds
worth of butter-we know we do-bacon,
hams, pnd all this sort of thing. In
Victoria, with its closely settled popula-
tion, it was necessary to give bonuses for
the production of butter. [MnR. COLLIER :
For export.] For the production-it doe
not matter whether it is for export or no
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One must produce it before lie can export
it; consequently a bonus is given for the
production of butter. There were bonuses
given for many other things which I have
not in my mind at the moment. Still, I
know the fact that bonuses were given to
establish local industries. They are
established now, Ask tbe Minister for
Agriculture what chance there is of
Western Australia establishing a healthy
dairy export under the present circum-
stances, The butter from Victoria, is
sold cheaper than it is produced here;
and in many instances it is sold cheaper
here than it is retailed in 'Melbourne.
Incidentally the member for York (Mr.
Monger) spoke of the liquor question;
and the fact is patent that, when the
Federal Government took over, they
reduced-at all events as far as Westerni
Australia is concerned-the duty on
liquor from 16s. to 14s. I fancy I detect
a smile on the face of the member for
West Perth (Mr. Illiugworth). There is
no doubt we lost 2s. a gallon, which goes
most unmnistakably to a small ring'of
hotel-keepers. I would not object so
much if the 2s. a gallon in any way went
to the consumer, but it does not; not one
fraction of it. It is impossible to divide
the 2s., even if tbey wanted to, among
the number of drinks taken out of a
bottle; consequently this 2s. a, gallon goes
into the pockets of a class already making
too much money in A ustralia, and it is a
matter of £40,000 or -£50,000 a year in
this State, which 1 aw perfectly sure
the Treasurer would be very pleased to
have at this moment. For years, ever
since we cme into this business, there
has been a constant increase of Federal
expenditure. Necessarily when the thing
started the expenditure was bound to
increase; but I want to show members
what I call the disproportionate increase
which is going on from year to year, ad
the absolute certainty that this must go
on and will go on year after year. -I
have no intention, a I said before, of
dealing heavily with statiitics, but I
want members to just grasp these
figures for a moment. For the first
six months after we joined Federa-
tion, ending 30th June 1901, the total
cost-that is new expenditure -of the
Commonwealth. Government, inelusive of
new works for transferred departments
-was £131,265. For the full year

ending June 1902, £275,800 odd ;
1908, £315,664;? 1904, £459,571; 1905,
£462,310; 1906. from the Federal Trea-
surer's figures last night £508,867;
estimate 1906-7, £718,923. Seeing the
rapid way in which these figures are
gr-awing, in two yearn the cost will reach
a million. That is practically for new
expenditure, exclusive entirely of all ex-
penditure on new works etc. for trans-
ferred departments. The Federal lTrea-
surer, in his remarks, tells us hie is Proud
of the fact that the Western Australian
special tariff, which will terminate on 18th
October, realised £852,187. So ami J,
and I should be glad if it went on year
after year, instead of shutting down on
the 18th October. We have to face
another of these proposals, which will
mean a loss of £7,665 due to the estab-
lishment of penny postage. Penny post-
age is a very fine idea indeed, but in the
circum stances of this State, would we
adopt it if we were " on our own?
Would -we do it with a deficit staring us
in the face ? I da Dot think we wouid
for a moment. The Federal Treasurer
stated that the Commonwealth had re-
turned to the States £829,925 wore than
it was called upon to do. Considering
the expenditure oni trumpery matters,
such as looking for a Federal capital site,
Government picnics, and so forth, I am
much inclined to say that instead of
saying " more than it was called upon to
do " it would have been nearer the mark
to have said in more than it was compelled
to do." However, these art' the Trea-
surer's own words. This stizma on thev
Federal Government is not, to be allowed
to stand, because the Treasurer estimates
new expenditure for the next year at
£252 5,3 74 additional; £525,000 more than
last year. A question was interjected by,
I think, Mr. Cook.

Two hours having expired,
The House resolved to continue the

debate.

At 6-30, the SPEAx~su left the Ohair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Ma. GULL (continuing):- Before the
adjournment, I was dealing with the
increasing administrative expenses of the
Federation throughout the whole of Aus-
tralia year by year, and particularly with
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tile increase in Western Australia.
Passing for a moment to the quest ion of
West Australian manufactures, L wish to
compare the position of our manufactures
four years before Federation, at the time
of nur joining and at the present time.
In 1897 we had a population of 161,908,
and 9,154 people were employed in our
factories. I do not mean to say that this
was the total number of employees; but
the figures are taken from a return
which, I think, includes th-. majority of
factories. In 1901, the year we joined
the Federation, with a population of
184,124 'ye had .592 factories employing
11.577 hands; in 1905, with a popula-
tion of 264,000 odd we bad 690 factories,
employing 12,325 hands. Comparing
the position to-day with that on the date
of our entering the Federation, I find
that we have 80,000 odd more people at
the present time, and only 748 additional
hands employed in our factories. The
discrepancy in the increase of handas
employed, in comparison with the trem en-
dous increase which has taken place in
our population since the advent of
Federation-an increase due entirely to
local development, more particularlyv to
the vast development on the goldfields-
proves conclusively to mny mind that we
are justified in saying that the large
distributing centres of Sydney atnd Mel-
bourne are montopolising our trade to the
serious detriment of the establishment
of factories in Western Australia, where
the number of bands has increased so
slowly in comparison -with our increase of
population. Touching the great induce-
ment held out to us when we were asked
to join the Federation-pledges given us
by the prominent political leaders in the
various States, and, unfortunately for us,
the non-f ulfilment of those promises, we
are struck by the peculiarity that even if
the Federal Parliament were to pass the
Transcontinental Railway Bill, either a
survey or a construction Bill, that State
which has shown itself so hostile to
Western Australia is in a position to veto
any such resolution or direct mandate
from the Federal Parliament, just in the
same way as New South Wales seems to
control the question of where the Federal
capita! shall be. Thousands of pounds
have been frittered away in looking at
various sites; the Federal Parlia-ment
selects I site, only to be told by the State

of New South Wales, id You cannot have
it there, you must have it just where we
want it." And now members of the
Federal Parliament have been asked to
look at no fewer than 15 sites, one of
which New South Wales says the Pedera-
tion is at liberty to select. Prominent
men here will tell us it is un-British to
complain, tin-British for Western Aus-
tralia to say that we have made a bad
bargain and should be glad to get out of
it. If it be un-British for 'its to say that,
the treatment meted out to us in regard
to the Transcontinental Railway is equally
un-British. The Eastern Premiers, in con-
ference assembled, were quite satisfied,or a
majority of them at all events, that sur-
plus. revenue should be distiibuted amongst
the States on a6 per capita basis. That,
of course, to the smaller States producing
aL big revenue like ours is a serious posi-
tion for those Premiers to take up. But
at the same time, I cannot see, looking at
the thing fairly and squarely, that we
have any right to complain; because we
knew-and that is another point .on
which I wish to lay particular emphasis-
those far-seeing politicians we had
amongst us at the time we entered the
'Union knew that at the end of a certain
period the sliding scale would fall in, and
that the Customs revenue would be
returned to the States on a per capita
basis, instead of in the proportion of
three-fourths, as at present. They knew
perfectly well that at the end of that
time this would come about; so they, at
all events, have nothing to complain
about. It was this knowledge which
very, kLrgeJv strengthened the opposition
of 'those of us who were opposed to the
proposal that this State should join the
Federation. The only alternative pro-
vided in the Constitution is that if any
State in the Federat ion becomes, through
force of circumstances, unable to dis-

Icharge its liabilities, then the Federal
Government may come to the assistance
of that State. That is staring us in the
face. This sovereign State, as we were,

p with I ay uhesitatingly the best position
of any State in Australasia at the time
we joined the Federation, is brought face
to face with the position that we may
have to ask the Federal Government to
come to our assistance. Can anyone con-
ceive for a moment a more humiliating
position, a more woeful position, for a
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State such as ours was -a. State with
such resources, and a State which.
at the time we joined, was the bright
star of the constellation? There is
one point which I notice in the
Federal Treasurer's remarks published
this morning. He said that the Common-
wealth was not going to return to use
anything like the amount which has been
previously returned; that it was not
bound to return it; that, in fact, it need
not return any of it. In this connection
I would point. out that although the
Federal Government does not spend as
much as it is legally entitled to spend , it
has not paid the States for Or even pai
the interest on the transferred properties.
The Federal Government has treated the
transferred buildings, etcetera, as Federal
property, but 'has not, so far as I know,
shown any inclination to pay cash
for them. The Federal Government
should pay at all events the interest
on these properties; 'consequently, that
obligation should be set off as against
the amount 'which it maintains it is
not bound to return to the States.I do not wish to monopolise much mnore
of the time of the House. In fact I
must say that]I am pleased with the atti-
tude of toleration that members have
shown to a new man expressing, on this
question, views which some do not agree
with. Yet I must touch for a moment
on one of the vaunted benefits to Aus-
tralia as a whole, supposed to emanate
from Federation. I speak of the conduct
of postal matters in this State. Nobody
can say that the conduct of postal mat-
ters generally has been any better than it
was before we joined the Federation.
We are told that we are to have penny
postage. Penny postage is a very fine
thing, more in theory than in practice as
applied to Western Australia, because
with a deficit facing us I amn perfectly
sure that the Treasurer will not counten-
ance any reduction iii the postal rates
when hie has £20,000 or.£30,000 to wake
up. In connection with this subject.
look also at the horrible delays that
occur here through our being thousands
of miles away fron the scat of govern-
ment. Here is one instance in particular.
A telephone exchange for Midland Junc-
tion has been fought foir and promised
year after year; and three years have
gcone by and it is only to-day that the

Federal Government is completing the
building in which to instil a telephone
exchange. Again, we know that we are
desirous of bringing every town in our
scattered goldfields country into tch
with the telegraph, at least every town of
importance, and that we are desirous of
giving facilities where we possibly can,
even though it cost us a fair amount of

*money; but we find that we are asked to
*guarantee 10 per cent. before the Federal
Government will consent to connect any
of our outlying centres by the telegraph
system. N ot only is it an injustice-of
course one will say that it applies all
round, and I know it does, but at
the same time it is more of a
hardship in Western Australia with
our scattered mining townships, with
such vast distances between them, but
we are told we should guarantee 10 per
cent. before we can connect any of these
places by telegraph. Then even in re-
ference to the establishment of the
High Court, I am pleased to notice that
another prominent. Federalist, another
gr-and leader of men, has taken, inmmedi-
ately the opportunity arose, another posi-
tion from the Government and has ac-
cepted the fourth judgeship. That dis-
poses of another of them. Unquestion-
ably in a few months we will see that
very bright star, Mr. Deakin, travelling
to the old country as High Oommiissioner.
We are gettingI rid of all those great
advocates of Federation. They are
dropping into the best billets. [As.
Thor: You sent your Premnier away.]
Western Australia has, uinder the exist-
inBg State Of a-ffairs, to have a representa-
tive in England, the same as any, other
State. So far as I can see, in my humble
opinion there is practically little or no
hope of bettering our condition under
present circumstances; and no matter
what are the varying opinions of mem-
bers, because sonme like mayself would
secede to- morrow, while others would have
a certain amount Of qualmUs Of conscience
about it, no matter from. what shade of
opinion we view this matter, now that all
are established here as Western Aums-
tralians and are just as much Western
Australians as I am, I appeal to all to
look at this matter from a Western Aus-
tralian standpoint. I recaoise the
immense difficulties there will be in carry-
ing out secession; because, no matter
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how I feel and no matter what the in-
terests of Western A ustralia Hmy be,
am sufficiently a Britisher to say that I
would never take up arms against another
Britisher; but I am justified, and we are
all justified, in expressing no halting
opinion on this matter. Whatever be
the outcome of this motion, should we
pass it, and T trust a substantial majority
of the House will do so, it will only tend
to go on record as an expression of
opinion from the Parliament of Western
Australia, and will have and must have
due weight with the Federal Government.
We are always told in every walk of life
to " agitate." If we want any reform,
no matter how hopeless it masy appear iii
the beginning, we are told to " agitate,
agitate," for as time goes on various
openings occur which at first one does not
see, and various things crop up which tend
to bring about the end that is sought. I
am sume that any action of this House
to-night can only have, and must have,
a beneficial effect on the interests of
Western Australia. I trust sincerely that
members will not look at this question
from a dogmatic point of view ; that they
will not say that because we joined the
Federation there is no possible hope of
any relief coming to us; that they will
put their shoulders to the wheel and help
those born and bred in the country, who
have no better claim to bie called Western
Australians than any man amongst us
to-day getting a living here ; that they
will regard themselves as natives of
Western Australia, and so will do all
that possibly !ies in them to assist us
to the best of their ability, and to pass
this motion if for nothing more than a
protest against the wrongful treatment
meted out to Western Australia.

THE PREMIER (Ron. N. J. Moore):
I do not intend to speak at great
length on this important matter, Of
course I am aware that this question is a
very delicate one for any other but a
private member to discuss. While
I am aware that if it were the wvish
of a majority of the people of Western
Australia that a movement should
take place to endeavour to sever
the bonds of Federation, which unite
us to our sister States, it would be
my duty to take my stand with those
with whom I fought strenuousily some

years ago against Federation. At
the same time I realise that until
that time comes, it is my duty to
loyally abide by the majority verdict
given in 1900 in favour of Federation.
I am also rather concerned, after the

vigorous speech made by the member for
Swgan, as to the position I should occupy
iu case the motion were to be carried,
and we should need to have recourse
to arms. In such a case, possibly in-
structions might be issued to me in my
capacity as officer commanding the
mounted troops of Western Australia
to arrest the Premier of the State for
treason! That, to say the least of it,
Would be an embarrassing position for
me; but, joking apart, it is questionable
whether the present is an opporttino
time to raise such a question as we are
discussing to-night, while we are en-
deavouring through our representatives
in the Federal House of Parliament to
secure the passageof a measure to pro-
vide a sum of £20,000 to make a railway
survey between Port Augusta in South
Australia and Kalgoorlie in Western
Australia. As members know, that sur-
vey is preparatory to a measure which
we hope will eventually he brought in to
provide for the construction of the rail-
way.

MR. GULL: What is the attitude of
South AustraliaP

THE PREMIER: I can see nothing
objectionable in the. reply given in the
South Australian Parliament to Mr.
Solomon. Mr. Solomon asked:

i, As the Federal Parliament is now con-
sidering a Bill to authorise the survey of the
proposed Port Augusta-Kalgoorlie Railway, at
an estimated cost of £20,000, is it the inten-
tion of the Government to inform the House
what is their policy in regard to the proposed
survey ?

To that the South Australian Premier
replied:

The Government have no objection to the
survey.

MR. GULL: Provided it goes where
they want it.

THE PREMIER: Mr. Solomon also
asked:-

2, if favourable to the survey, is it the
intention of the Government to limit their
liability to a population proportion of the
estimated cost of £120,000?
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The reply was:-
The cost to this State will be limited to its

proper proportional share of the expense.
The other question was:

3, Is it the intention of the Uovernment to
inform the Federal Government in clear terms
that our consent to the survey and contribu-
tion to its Cost must in no way be construed
to mean that the Government or Parliament
of this State will approve of the construction
of the proposed linel
The reply to that was: --

Thu Prime Minister has already been
informed that this Government cannot under-
take to consider a Bill for submission to Par-
liament, in the absence of information as to
the route and terminal point of the proposed
railway.

Ma. GULL: That fully bears out my
contention.

THE PREMIER: Naurally the G'oy.

erment of South Austra lia are not going
to commit thrmselves until they have
that informuation. I maintain that we
are now in a. better position as regards
the prospects of getting the railway
thau ever before. The Bill has passed
the second reading in the House of
Representatives by 291 votes to 11, and
we hare every reason to hope that there
is a prospect of its passing the
Senate. No effort will be wanting on the
part of the Government of Western
Australia to do all possible to assist in
procuring all information in regard to
the construction of this railway. We
have already informed our representatives
in the Federal House of Parliament that
the Government are prnpared to aubsidise,
a prospecting party to make every inquiry
as. to the mineral possibilities on either
side of the railway. The party will
accompany the survey expedition which
we hope to see launched as soon as
this measure is through the Federal
House. At the same time every i nquiry
possible has been made by _Mr. Castilla,
an officer of the Works Department,
in regard to water supply, and there is
every prospect that water will be obtained
without m uch difficulty. As far hiack as
1904 it was proposed by Sir John Forrest
in the Federal House that an appropria-
tion should he made for a Bill to provide
for the survey of a line between Port
Augusta and Kalgoorlie; and that has
been supported by each Federal Govern-
mient. We are now in the position of
suitors wvaiting for the verdict, and I

have every reason to believe that we
will be successful. The great lever
used by Sir John Forrest and others in
favour of Federation was that immediately
we had Fcdelation there was every pro-
spect of the capitals of the various Sates
of Australia being joined together by a
railway.

Ma. GULL: Is that not mild, to say
"every prospect" ?

Tas PREMIER: As amatter of fact
that was the great argument held out.
We undoubtedly labour under many dis-
abilities in reward to Federation, but I do
not at present intend to touch on these to
any extent. We have much to complain
of in regard to the postal arrangements.
We have toL Pay 10 per cent. oil the
caoi tal cost of any line that is constructed,
together with the amount of working
expenses in exc*--ss of receipts; and at the
present time I am. in communication
with the Federal Prime Minister with
a, view to obtaining from him infornm-
tion as to how that 10 per cent, is to
he allocated. 'My proposal is that &2
per cent. should be c;harged to interest,
and the balance of 6f per cent. shall go
towards sinking fund. We have to pay
the adlditional cost outside the working
expenses of the line.. As to the surplus
revenue, that has been f ully dealt with by
the member for Swan and the member
who introduced the motion, while the
member for Swan has referred to the dis-
abilities the various manufacturers of the
State labour under in so far as we have no
protective tariff. We realise that while
the tariff is framed in the interests
of the manufacturers of the whole of
Australia, it is apparent that these indus-
tries are situated in the Eastern States.
The hon. mnember touched on the defence
question. At present it appears to me
no provision has been made for realloca-
tion of the personnel of the various troops
throughout theState. The defence forces
were distributed on a population basis
four years -ago. Sincze then our popula-
tion has gone uip from about 160,000 to
240,000, but the amount that has been
spent on the militia is approximately
the same, while the number of men
has not been increased to any extent.
I maintain that ag there i8 provision
nder the Constitution to allow of a

redisiribution as regards electoral repre-
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sentatiou on a population basjs, we should.
be entitled proportionately as our popu-
lation increases to the personnel of the
defence force being increased and a
larger amount allotted to' us. When
we realise the advance made by
Western Australia since we caine under
Federation, both in gold lproductioII
and agricultural development ; when
we remember that when we came
under Federation the return for our
wheat crop amounted to something like
774,000 bushels, and last year it amounted
to no less than 2,293,000 bushels, while
our population during the period re-
ferred to has gone up from 179,000 to
260,000, it must convince any fair-rminded
man that, important as Western Aus-
tralia was when we entered Federation,
we are now infinitely miore important and
deserving of that consi leration which
should be ours if Federation is to he more
than an empty term. We entered into
union with the other States with a feel-
ing and an assurance that the union
would be a real one, and that siteps. would
be taken to complete the Federation of
Australia, and that as far as Western
Australia was concerned that Federation
would mean Federation, and not as it is
at present, isolation. We can and we do
appeal for justice in this matter, We
realise that most of those members of
the Federal Parliament who have visited
Western Australia. have returned to the
Easternt States fully convinced that we
are deserving of every measure of justice;
and as far as the principal object we have
in view at the present time in Federal
matters is concerned, namnely the construc-
tion of the Union Railway, they realise the
measure of justice that will alone satisfy
the people of this State, comprising as it
does an area amounting to 690.000,000
deres, or one-third of the Coimmonwealth,
that the measure of equt htwl
alone satisfy them wil not be coin-
plete until the material links bf steel will
furnish the real and lasting bonds of
Federation; until weak sentiment is
backed up by strong deeds, and the ties
of affection are strengthened by iron
bands. As in dicated.u in vy few remarks,
I shall vote against the motion;i in the
first instance because I think it is
inopportune, and in the second place
because if carried I think it is imprac-
ticable.

Mrs. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill):. I
way say at the outset I shall probably
be found voting with the remnier en this
question, although on other occasions I
differ on political issues brought before
us. As far as the motion is conicerned,
the first and chief objection I take N,' it
is that which has just been voiced by the
Premier, that is in regard to its imnpnac-
ticahility. Before entering into any dis-
sertation with regard to the position of
Western Australia as to Federation, it is
just as well to examinc what is Lhe bond
of union between Western Australia and
the rest of the Commonwealth, and what
powers we have. Even if the House
carried the motion throoigh, it would not
be possible to give it pracetical effect. In
the first place, in the Constitution Act it
is stated : -

Whereas the people of New South Wales,
Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and
Tasmania, humbly relying on the blessing of
Almighty God, have agreed to unite in one
indissrdut'nu Federal. Commonwealth tinder
the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and under the Constitu-
tion hereby established: And whereas it is
expedient to provide for the admission into
the Commonwealth of other Australasian
Colon ies and possessions of the Queen:- Be it
therefore enacted- (et.)

In order to show the union between
the various States of the Commonwealth
was indissotuble, we have in the Consti-
tution a provision that not only must the
proposed law for the amendment of the
Constitution be passed by a majority of/
either House, hut it must also be passed
by a majority of the electors of the Coin-
MiODwa th. I do not think, if we put
that rather cumbrous machinery into
action and attempted not only to secure
the necessary majority in Western Aus-
tralia but also to secure the concurrence
of the people in other States, we would
be able to accomplish that purpose, and
secure such an amendment by each
individual State and by a majority
of the electors of the Constitution
as would enable Western Australia to
secede from the Federation. In fact
before we could bring about, in any
shape or form, secession from th~e
Commonwealth, we should have to adopt
that method hinted at by the member for
Swan, thlat is to attempt by force, by an
armed rebellion, to secure what it seems
to mae it is impossible to secure by the
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procedure laid down in the Constitution
Act.

MaL. GULL: I did not Say I would
favour an armed force. 1 would not
favour an armned force.

Mnt. BATH: In regard to the judg-
inent or decision as to the advantages or
disadvantages of Federation, I contend
we cannot examine the results of Federa-
tion from a near perspective. At the
sameo timue, the mnember for York and his
co-partner in the proposal, the inew her
for Swan, are in the position of indi-
viduals. who would sow an orange pip
and expect it to bear a golden harvest in
the year it was set. We might just as
much expect after a luore six years of the
operation of a Constitution such as this,
to see the fruition of our hopes as fa~r ats
Federation is(concerned. What weniight
term the era of the Constitution in the
history of other commonwealths and
other of the federations can only be
determinod by termsof 60 or 100 years.
When we recognise the uphill battle that
has been fought by federations, such as
that of America and that of Switzerland,
we begin to realise that an attempt to pro-
nounce a verdict oii the result of Federa-
tion after a mnere six years' experience, is
what I can only termt absolute asiuinity.
Trhen while of course it is right and
proper that we as residents of Western
Australia, as individuals whose interests
are bound up in the progress and welfare
of this State, sh;ild -pronounce our
verdict on mnatters of concern between
this and thme other States, we have also
to bear in mind that we cannot judge the
result of a Federation such as this from
tho mere question of whether we have re-
ceived £100,000 less from the Common-
wealth or £2100,000 more, or whether the
telegrmph system or postal department is
not working as well as it should. We
have to recognise that we cannot get away
from the fact that Australia is bound by
other than mere domestic problems to the
Commonwealth, but that we are concerned
in the great international problems of to-
day. In the last 25 years of the history
of the world the centre of gravity, as fa~r
as international1 affairs are concerned, has
been shifted from Europe into the ex-
treme Eastern portion of the world.
Since the rise of a nation such as Japan,
and since the cultivation, or attemptedeul-
tivation, of modern ideas in such a thickly

populated country as China, we have
a rproblem that must be faced, and
cannot be faced by individual States
operating on their own behalf, but which
must be faced by Australia acting as a
united nation, and not as disintegrated
units. Now dealing with the question
of the loss in revenue, we cannot lose
sight of the fact that Western Australia6
has been disadvantageously placed by
reason of the loss that has occurred
through the operation of the Federal
Customns tariff. Even with the fact that
the special provision made on behalf of
Western Australia by permitting us to
retain the sliding scale, the facet remains
we have had a loss of revenue, and as
the memnber for Swan pointed out, that
loss of revenue has compelled those
charged with the administration of
affairs, in Western Australia to seek for
new sources of revenue, and in their
wisdom they have decided that land
value's taxation is the best possible formn
to adopt to secure that revenue. Even
if Western Australia. had not entered
the Federation, eVeUi if we had remained
a separate body. we know that public
opinionl has been steadily growing, not
only in Western Australia and in the other
States but throughout all parts of the
civilised. world, in favour of such a re-
adjustmnent of taxation as would Secure to
the people of the various communities a
portion of the unearned increment that
accrues, not from the efforts of indivi-
duals, but fromt the enterlpflse and energy
of the units that make up the population.
If we had kept ouat of Federation ini
Western Australia there would havebeen
an overwhelming force of opinion that
must ultimately have had effect, on those
charged with th e adinnistrati on of affairs
in favour of the institution of land values
taxation. Therefore, whether we entered
intoi Federation or not we should have
had to fate that question, and those
opposed to land values taxation would
have bad sometime to give way and
accept the principle willy nilly. I
would also like to mention that when
the question of the Federal Constitution
was being discussed, and when it w"s
urged by those opposed to Federation
thatt it would involve an extra, burden on
the people of Australia, it was pointed
out by mnany of those who were promai-
nent in their advocacy-not only those
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who were known to have democratic
sympathies, but also those whbo were of a
conservative tendency-that if we entered
into Federation, if we handed to the
Federal Parliament the power she now
possesses, there would be an opportunity
and a necessity, for a reduction in the
administrative and legislative expendi-
ture of the individual States. I have
read the speeches of many' of the leaders
of Federation, men whom I would not
class as being democrats, who were
always regarded as conservatives, who
said that with a Federal Parliament coil-
stituted of two Houses, with the individual
States equally represented in the Senate
by six representatives from each indi-
vidual State, there would be no necessity
in the individual States for the retention
of the Legislative Council. It was also
urged by some of these that there would
be no need for the retention, of the
Governors as they are at present ap-
pointed, but that a system of Lieutenant-
Governors, as obtains in the Donfinion of
Canada, would meet the requirements of
Australia if she were federated. And in
other directions they pointed out that it
was incumbent upon the individual
States to reduce their expenditure in
some proportion to their reduction in in-
dividual importance. It has been urged
in advocacy of the rn~tion to-night, that
the Commo~nwealth Parliament has done
nothing. I want to say' at once that the
Commonwealth Parliament has not had
much opportunity to do a great deal, be-
cause it Las not been sufficiently long in
existence to do a great deal. In the first
place there has been the necessity for long,
tedious, but still necessary discussions on
the machinery of Federation, on the
governmental machinery, and the build-
ing up of what way be term'nedl machinery
Acts. These have, taken many months
Of discussion, hut discussion that was
necessary at the outset of at Common-
wealth like this, in order to ensure that
it should be established on a sure founda-
tion. But even apart from this, even
admitting that the Commonwealth Par-
liamnent is young and has had no great
opportunities of proving the advantages,
the undoubted advantages of Federation,
we have in the first place the work they
have accomplished in the retention of the
purity of the race so far as Australia is
concerned. If nothing else had been

done, that is something that will always
redound to the credit of the Parliament
of Australia. Then again, we have had,
I consider, lessons in honest methods of
financial administration. We have not
had to resort to tile foreign money-lender
in order to carry' on necessary works, but
we have had the principle laid down that
so far as lies in the power of the Federal
Parliament these works should be con-
structed out of revenue. In regard to
the Post and Telegraph Department,
while I would agree with members that
there may have been grounds for com-
plaint as to the postal adlministration,
and although in the days before Federa-
tion there used to be continual complaints
urged against the administration of the
Postal Department and the grounds for
these complaints have not lbeen removed
by Federation, still we must recognise
that, so far as commercial people at least
are concerned, the administration of the
Post and Telegraph Department has been
of pecuniary and considerable advantage,
not only to Western Australia but to the
Commonwealth. We have had, for

nsne, the reduction in the rates for
telegrams between Western Australia and
the other States. Where before we had
to pay' 2a. for a message to South Aus-
tralia, 3a. to Victoria and New South
Wales, and 4s. to Queensland, we have
a uniform rate of Is. per wire. I
assert that anything which tends to in-
crease the facilities for bringing the
people-of the States more into communi-
cation with one another by reducing the
cost, is a great civilising influence, and
one of incalculable advantage not only
to the people of Australia but to any
other people who adopt it. Then again,
in reference to the position taken up by
the Federal Government in regard to new

Itelegraphic lines, we are told there inust
be a guarantee as to a payment of it) per
cent. This action has largely been
adopted by the Federal Parliament be-
cause of the criticism and the opposition
offered by the authorities in the indivi-
dual States as to the cost of Federation.
We. have had it repeatedly urged that
Federation is costing too much, that they
are spending too much here and too much
there, and that there is need for economy.
It is in response to representations su-h
as those that the Federal Parliament has
laid down a policy such as we have in
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the decision that we must get a
guarantee of 10 per cent. on new tele-
graph line proposals in the States. Then
we have what I can only term the cheap
sneer from the member for Swan (Mr.
Gull) in regard to the attitude adopted
by those who came from the Eastern
States to Western Australia. I had
hoped as regards those old sores and old
recriminations -whichi used to exist, that
we had heard the last of them so far as
this State is concerned. I think that the
people of Western Australia have worked
in unison for a sufficient number of years
to make it necessary that toeold
recriminations should be dropped., that
we should hear no more of them so, far as
this State is concerned. Whatever may
have been the motive of the men who
came to Western Australia, although wve
candidly admit that they camne here with
the hope of doing well for themselves, of
doing better than they did in the Eastern
States, making all allowances for that,
we have to recognise that by the advent
of so many people who came from
the Eastern States, Western Australia
has undoubtedly been the gainer. We
have only to remember the position
of Western Australian before the advent
of these people and her position after-
wards. And whilst we may give all meed
of praise to those who pioneeredi Western
Australia-and if one travels throughout
the length and breadth of the agricul-
tural districts bf this State lie must give
a great amount of praise to those who
have settled here under great difficulties
-still we should be prepared with the
same generosity to admit that the advent
of a great mass of population from the
Eastern States has been a splendid thing
for the State and for them individually.
rMEMFR: We do.] The member for
York has made some reference to certain
proposals which have been put forward
by the leader of the Labour party in the
Commonwealth Parliament. He'has said
that certain socialistic proposals which
they have advocated will involve expen-
diture, and of course as the result a drain
upon the amount contributed by the
vat-ions States, in order to carry out these
proposals. I would like to point out as
an answer to this, that when recently
the London Countyi Council took over
the private-enterprise water supplies
which had previously supplied London,

involving a sum of a great many millions
in the purchase price, they gave to the
shareholders of those private companies
the right either to take payment in cash
or in the bonds or debentuires issued by
the London flounty Council. And of
that total sum of many millions less than
three per cent, was demanded by the
shareholders in cash. The shareholders
of the remaining 97 per cent, agreed to
take up the bonds and debentures of the
London County Council. If they can
do that in respect of a great undertaking
like -that., is it impossible in regard to
any other undertaking, that is a State
undertaking which the Commonwealth
Parliament might decideupon, and which
may require at considerable amount of
money in order to carry it out ? I suppose
the bon. member had in his mind the
recent proposal of sonie members of the
party in favour (of a Commonwealth
shipping scheme. In regard to this I
would like to point out that South
Amierican. republics, a number of which
have not the importance which Western
Australia possesses to-day, own navies
for the purpose of warfare. They bave
expended considerable sums of money out
of finances that are nqt as flourishing as
those in Western Australia; and if indi-
vidual American republics can find the
money to) establish navies for themselves
for the purpose of warfare, is it an i-n
possibility for the Australian Common-
wealth, if they deeml it necessary, to
find the money to establish a shipping
line for peaceful purposes? I do not
think so. I think that to say, it is an
impossibility would be a libel on the re-
sources of Australia. a libel on the indi-
vidual energy and capacity of those who
are charged with the administration of
Australian affairs. Now in relation to
the Federal capital site, this is another
sore point with the member for Swan.
He has referred to picnics which have
been indulged in by members of the
Federal Parliament in the search for a
.Capital site. But are the members of the
Federal Parliament the only persons who
have indulged in picnics, if they can be
called picnics? Have not in~dividual
States been guilty of the same thing?
And when we recognise the great and im.-
portant contingencies which hang en the
question of obtaining a capital site, we
recognise that any money expended wisely
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in this direction must return inter-est
tenfold when the time arrives. It would
be undoubtedly to the advantage of Aus-
tralia to have a capital site selected. I
believe tbat one of the greatest curses in
the history of Australia has been the
centralisation which has taken place in
great cities like Sydney and Melbourne;
and it would be a magnificent thing for
Australia if to-morrow the Common-
wealth would take up the task of estab-
lishing a uew capital as a counterbalance
to the centralising influence of Mel-
bourne and Sydney. The trouble is
that anti-Federal influences in the East-
ern States have been centred in the
effort to retain on behalf of piaces like
Melbourne and Sydney the influence which
they have exerted in the past in the gov-erment of their individual States; and
anything which wvill destroy that influence,
which will tend to decentralise popula-
tion and to deceutralise government, will
be an advantage to the whole of Aus-
tralia. One of the greatest Federal
leaders in Australia, the late Sir Henry
Parkes, states in the course of his work
-Fifty Years of Parliamentary Life in

Australia," that during his career he had
borne three great things in mtind. One
was to retain New South Wales in a pre-
eminent position in Australia. without
doing anything detritehital to the other
colonies. The second was to consu in mate
the Federation of Australia. and the build-
ing-up of the individual units into oino
nation. And the third was to main-
tain the integrity of the Briti sh Emnpi re.
And one of the most, powerful influences
in forming Sir Henry Parkes's opinion of
Federation, uand in fact in spurring him
on), was the possibility of aggression,
that is aggression to Australia from out-
side. We all know the battle that Sir
Henry Parkes liad with the Home
authorities with regard to the admission
of Chinese. We know how he fought
that battle in New South Wales, and we
also know that Sir Henry Parkes itcog-
nised that Australia would have been ini-
a better position to fight that battle if
she had been able to fight it as a. united
whole and not as disintegrated units.
And that was one of the great formative
influences in Sir Henry Parkes's pas-
sionate devotion to the principle of
Federation. 1 say that rather than judge
the results of F0ederation by the very

brief experience of six years. we can
obtain a better perspective by having
regard to and profiting by the experience
of other great federations and common-
wealths throughout the world. In the
course of Mr. Bryce's work on the
American Comimonwealth-a work re-
garded ats ai very impartial review, not of
the history but of the results of the
workings of federation in the United
States, he points out that one of the
great influences in the formation of the
Union was the dread of foreign powers.
He says:

The United States had at that times two
European Monarchies, Spain and England, as
its neighbours on the American continent.
France had lately bold territories to the north
of them in Canada, and to the south and west
of themn in Louisiana. She had been their
ally against England, she becamle in a few
years again the owner of territories west of
the Mississippi. The fear of foreign interfer-
ence, the sense of weakness both at sea sand on
land, against the military monarchies of
Europe was coustantly before the mind of
American statesmen, and made them anxious
to secure at all hazards a national government
capable of raising an army and navy, and of
speaking with authority on behalf of the new
republic.
And in the course of his review of the
constitution, he says -

The Constitution of 1/789 deserves the venera-
tion with which the Americans have been
accustomed to regard it. It is true that many
criticisms have been passed upon its arrange-
ment, upon its omissions, upon the artificial
character of some of the institutions it creates.
Recognising slavery as an institution existing
in some States, and not expressly negativing
the right of a State to withdraw from the
Union, it has been charged with having con-
tained the germ of civil war, though that germ
took 70 years to come to maturity.
We have to recognise that in America,
even 5, 10, 15, or 50 years were not
sufficient to disclose to the people the
insidious influences which were under-
mining the Constitution; and it was not
until 70 or 80) years after the cons umnma-
tion of Federation in the 'United litates
tha a great civil war shook America to
its foundations, but ultimately resulted
in the consolidation of the 'Union, and in
placing it on a higher pinnacle than it
ever previously occupied. Then again,
to come to another great federation, one
which has its roots much deeper in
history than even the American Common-
wealth, we have the Swiss repuablic; and
its results are summed up in his work
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on The Swiss Confederation by Sir F. 0.
Adams, as follows:

Switzerland, as a nation, has always been
distinguished by a spirit of lofty patriotism,
and by an intense love of independence, and
in a speech delivered by Vice-President
Hammer on the .5th April, 1888, when a
monument was inaugurated near Nafels in
commemoration of the 600th anniversary of
the victory of the Swiss over the Austrians,hbe
described the present position nf his native
land in the following eloquent words -"Never
has our country been sol united. Never have
its resources been so abundant, nor its milita&ry
force more considerable and better organised.
But at the same time, never has Switzerland
been so surreunded an to-day by colosnal,
powerful, and strongly armed States. We
remain here, a very small people, standing up
in the midst of these great nations, if we may
compare ourselves to them, but confiding in
God and in our own selves, with our eyes open.
We live in good friendship with all Our
neighbours, and, in all hurman probability, we
can hope that this will be the ease in the
future. Still, no nation can flatter itself that
it will always remain free from trials. What-
ever may woind to pass. tbere will be found in
us and in our sons 'the Swiss spirit, vigorous
and resolute."

And when we recognise that Switzerland,
with a population of only three millions,
surrounded on all sides by powerful
nations with the earth hunger strong in
their breasts-Switzerland. with a soil
and resources which cannot be compared
to those of richer nations, such as Canada
and the United States-has achieved such
great success, we must recollect the mnag-
nituide of the task which Switzerland has
accomplished, first in the federation of
her States, secondly in standing apart
from. the powerful nations which surround
her, and thirdly in not being dependent
on the goodwill of the powers of Europe
for her protection and for her continu-
ance as a free power, but in building up
for her own protection a body of citizen
soldiers which to-day is the pride and
wonder of the whole world. I sayv that
if, as a result of Federation, we in Aus-
tralia can build up such an army for the
protection of Australian interests, for the
protection of our people against those
nations which, we must admit, form
a menace to our interests to-day,
if we can form a citizen army which
will afford to us the same protection
aud the samie gnarantee of immunit 'y
from future trouble as her soldiers
afford to Switzerland, then Fed-
,..t:tion will have been a great achieve-

meut. It is only necessary to say that
we have in the Federal Parliament a
number of men imbued with that spirit,
not the military spirit which seeks; to
take people away front their proper
vocations and turn them into a standing
army, not only a menace to the national
interest but to the domestic interests of
the people; but a spirit which will give
us a body of men trained and prepared to
fight the battles of Australia, and yet
pursuing their lpeaicable avocations. If
Federation will do that, it will not
be in vain ; and we in Western Australia
will have reason to be proud of the day
when we took our share with the other
States in the burdens of Federation. I
do not wish longer to detai the House.
I have tried as far as possible to avoid
advocating the principle of Federation on
a sentimental basis, because I believe
there are practical results which will
comnieril themselves to anyone who has
made a study of Australian nationality.
I realise that we in Western Australia
have disadvantages to face; that so far
as we have gone, Federation may not
have resulted in those benefits which
ardent Federationists thought might
follow its accomplishment. At the same
time, I do not think we can hope to
amend matters, to do any good for our-
selves or for the rest of Australiaby any
querulous complaining about Federation,
or by any talk of secession. We should
set ourselves to the task, as citizens of
Western Australia and of Australia also,
of trying, as far ats our individual and
oar collective efforts in Western Auh-
tralia will permit, to remove these dis-
abilities, to manke Federation something
better, perhaps, than it is at the present
time. And when we recognise the fact
that as time goes on, many' of these dis-
abilities will he removed; when we realise
that, as we stand to-day, it is the great
proportion of adults in such places as the
goldfields, and our being very largely
dependent on imported goods, that mak-e
our position difficult ; and when we'
realise that as time is passing those dis-
panities are being removed, and that the
inequalities between the revenues raised
per head in Western Australia and in the
Eastern States will disappear, we must
adlmit that we have not so great a
cause to fear for the future of Westiern
Australia as the mover of the motion
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would like 'us to believe. In fact, I think
that the day may come when Western
Australia will perhaps have to go to the
rescue of the Eastern States. We enjoy
on our seaboard, in our wheat-growinig
area, a regularity of climate not to be
found in the Eastern States, which in
times of drought are dependent on
importations of wheat and other produce
from Manitoba and other parts of Canada,
Argentina, and elsewhere. I hope to seeI
the day when Western Australia will
come to the rescue of the Eastern States
in times. of drought, nd will be able to
supply their deficiency from the abund-
ance which we shall undoubtedly produce.
I do not think, that anything can be
gained by pursuing this motion, or by
attempting to institute any proposal for
secession. I1 think rather, as I said
before, we should set ourselves the task
of trying to mnake the Federation what
we hoped and believed it would be; and
that, I think, will be a worthier object.
I certainil y have no sympathy whatever
with the motion, and I will oppose it.

M it. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I have
listened with great interest to the admir-
able speech of the leader of the Opposi-
tion (MA'. Bath). As a defence of
Federation as we have it, and as he
conceives it, backed up by considerable
historical research, it is, in its matter and
in its delivery, one of the best I think
that has been made in this House upon
the subject. At the same time-and this
is pardonale-it appeared to me that a
considerable vein of sentiment deflected
the hon. member's judgment from~ the
observation of the practical matters with
which the niotion of the member for
York endeavours to de-al. The cry of
union, of brotherhood, of fighting as
comrades and fellows-whether it he
among individual members of families,
citizens of States, or among nations-is
always an uplifting cry, which invariably
gives people a stirmulus towards crying

Hear, hear," and "1Hip, hip, hoorayP'
But in the affairs of life two forces are
found at work; and it must never
be forgotten that as much good is
sometimes accomplished. by division as
by union. In. fact, the work of nature-
and L take it that eve-n in politics
we should he more or less guided by
the illustrations that nature affords-

the work of nature is a wise balance
between the two, between union and
division. I could instance, if it were
necessary, as many historical advantages
that have accrued from division as the
hont member can from unity. Even the
little Swiss republic, that small section of
Europe held uip to us as a marvellous
example of what Federation can do. is
itself an iflustratioi of what division has
done. That little section, divided from
the rest of Europe, has resisted albsorption
by other States, and stands in glorious
,contrast to the warlike nations around it
-an illustration, not of what Federation
can do, but of what can be accomplished
by standing isolated, independent, with
a national spirit of its own, with a
patriotism peculiar to itself, hemmiied in
by its own borders. And even that great
miodel of a modern republic, the United
States itself, is an illustration of what
sometimes results from division. The
'United States was at one time a simupie
section of the colonies of England. To
the people living in the 'United States if
occurred that they could look after their
own affairs better in Amnerica than
by leaving their management to iicu
thousands of miles away across the
Atlantic. The States resolved, there-
fore, to separate, to divide, to se-
cede. War as we know resulted.
The small handful conquered. They
divided from England, from the
Empire. And all that may now be
claimed to their advantage, all the mnar-
vellous achievements that they have made,
the supremacy that they hold in the
national councils of the world, may be at-
tributed to the fact of division, not federa-
tion. And in almost everyv other instance
can 'we find that good has accrued fromn
division as well as from unity. I am not
arguing from this that we ought to
divide;i for, of a truth, I am of opinion
that we have entered into a marriage
from which, as the es-Prime Minister
Mr. Reid has said, there is no divorce,
or oakv divorce under such circumstances
as might be very disastrous to us; but I
am trying to show that a course even of
extremities may be necessary if this
State does not receive justice; and what
I am still wore anxious to insist upon is
this, that up to date 'we have not re-
ceived justice; and if a motion of this

pkind ca emphasise that fact and let the
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authorities in the East know that we are
Dot going quietly to submit to be ruled
from that distance as if we 'had no say or
voice in the matter, and if this motion
does so much good, it has accomplished
a. great purpose. In that respect I sup-
port the motion, much in the spirit in
which the Premier himself supports it.
1, for one, cannot help thinking that.
it would have been far wiser for us if we
had not so precipitately rushed into the
Federation at the time we did. Great
and lofty ideals aire, I admit, great fac-
tors ini the character of na-tional life;
they are wise things, good things; but
we must always remember that there
should be sentiment for our own
country, for our own spot, the place in
which we live, before we exhaust all our
patriotism in altruism for other Colonies
or other States, I think that no better
illustration can be shown in that respect
thtan the course taken by New Zealand.
New Zealand refused to come into the
Federation. Has she sunk in conse-
quence? Has she not rather strengthen ed
herself? The late Mr. Seddon, who had
aL tribute of respect so worthily paid to
him both by the Premier and by the
Leader of the Opposition, not so long ago.
upon his regrettable end--did he in hils
lifetime earn less respect, even from the
motherland, than the Premiers of the
other States who yielded to the cry of
Federation ? He stood out, and yet he
won, I think, from all the world inure
admiration from that fact than did the
Premiers of the other States who were so
willing to sacrifice their States for the
common pooling of interests, as it were,
in Federation;i and New Zealand has
flourished at the expense,- I submit, of the
Federation, and has obtained advantages
for her little State in consequence of the
fact that all these States now are obligedI
to Submit to a common tariff. New
Zealand has been able to export her pro-
duets into the Commonwealth more
advantageously under the Commonwealth
Ihan ever she could have done under
separate protective tariffs and the Cus-
tom-houses in these States as they were
run prior to Federation. She has obtained
advantages by that, and, T submit, so
also could this State have obtained
advantages if she had refused to come ini
at the time she did. To the present this
State has obtained no benefit perceivable

*in a material sense from joining Federa-
tion. On the contrary, she has sacrificed
much. She has given up not only her right
to the management of the institutions
which should be in immediate touch with
the peoplec, but also in regard to her
revenue, a most important thing and a

*vital matter to a. young State that re-
quires every possible resource in order to
develop its industries and its material
promises of prosperity. We require all
the money we can raise amongst ourselves
for that purpose; and not only are we
now sacrificing thle ta'xes we were privi-
lekged to enjoy prior to Federation, but
there is the constant menac.e over us that,
as the Federal power grows in strength
anad gathers to itself, ats all great powers

Iwill, mnore privileges, we shall fromt time
to time he more exploited and more and
more placed tinder burdens, and we can-
not protect ourselves. We shall be called
traitors if we dare to criticise this marvel-
lous organ isation down there in Mel-
bourne, a Goverumental organization
which they will keep in Mfelbourne as
lung as they can for the sole purpose of
making that a, sponge-centre which draws
into it, as it were, the resources from the
other States, flowing constiantly to that
temporary capital of the Commonwealth.
They will keep it there. They are profit-
ing by it. Onl *Y a few years ago this
State, in the material wealth of each
individual inhabitant, was progressing at
a marvellous rate. When came the stop?
When did we feel the arresting shudder ?
Precisely when the Commonwealth power
began to take effect upon us. We have
stopped, we have rested to a certain
extent in our- growth. Factories that
were once employing bands gradueally
reduced the number, and some of them
have gradually closed down. There is
no promise of factories starting here. All
the workumen engaged in those particular
kinds of employment have been drafted
over again to the Eastern States, and pre-
cisely as we have dwindled in our opportu-
nities 4f growth and material prosperity,

1just in the same manner have the Eastern
States taken a sudden rise to life again.
Dead, bankrupt, almost hopeless Victoria
is under the proud princeship of Mr.
Bent, who glories in the luxuries of the
full Treason' chest that has come upon

*Victoria, by no effort of Victoria specially,
but because this State is constantly
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drained of the wealth of her inhabitants
and of her workmen in order to adminis-
ter to the prosperity that has dawned
upon that Eastern State. There is no
denying all these facts. They are given
to us in that driest of all arguments, pure
statistics. Those coun tries of the East
are going ahead at our expense. We are
bonding the markets. They are draining
us of the wages of our citizens. They
are taking from us that revenue which
should go into our own coffers. In every
possible way they are growing at our ex-
pense; and it is not only that they are
growing iat our expense and to the detri-
juent of our national life and our national
progress, but they' are rendering us nerve-
less. Who is anxious to invest his money
now in this State in any industry that
will give employment?. What man
desirous of making a living out of some
kind of factory, or works of this descrip-
tion, will spendl his money hereP

MR. SCAIDDAN: An number have started
in recent years.

III . WALKER: What have you got?
MR. HEITMANN: Meters.
MR. WALKER: Let uis have no mere

jesting up)on this. Those are for works
already undertaken, which must be gone
on with if we are not to live in constant
dread of typhoid fever. They are not
industries that are to keep a Isa-ge number
of people permanently employed. Where
is the work that is to give employment P
[Interjection.] I do not see where any
joke comes in, in this matter. Can they
who smile, or laugh, or make light of
this matter, point me out any industry
that is native to us? [Interjection.]
'The hion. member is surely not so friv-
oos in a matter of this kind as to in-
dulge in jokes. This is a matter of con-
siderable importance to our national life,
of importance to our future. I re-
peat that we arc being drained by the
*Eastern States, and shall be so drained
so long as we continue in subjection to
them. But the danger is that the power
will grow and not diminish. It is the
tendency of all central powers to draw
power to themselves. And we have
already had whispers that it is liable to
take place. As has been pointed out by
those who have spoken on the subject, by
the Premier himself, when we consider
the immense area of Western Australia,
the wonderful chiaracter of this great

State, that is to say its multifarious
natural resources, varying from the agri-
cultural districts we have in the southern
portion to those enormous pastoral areas
in the North- West, from temperate climes,
we might say, to the torrid zone, where
all kinds of cultivation and all kinds of
mineral wealth that go to make a, nation
great exist in marvellous abundance, and
when we consider the almost unlimited
area of land at our disposal and realise
that we could take some of the States of
Europe and drop them down in this
State and lose them, so to speak-in these
circumstances need we fear standing by
ourselves if it were possible ? And is it
not our duty to look to ourselves?
Think of the difficulty we now have
in looking after those North - West
towns of ours, such as they are; and
think of those North-West towns being
more or less governed from Melbourne
or from some other possible centre when
we have a Federal capital. How can
they be attended to ? How do we deve-
lop natural resources ? How do we
bring out our best possibilities? Only
by focussing our energies on what lies
immediately before us and about us.
Our resources cannot be developed from
any great central seat of Government.
We need all our powers focussed on what
we are doing here, and we want to be
able to use those resources without
having to consult anybody outside us.
We do not want any crippling power
placed on our endeavours to develop what
is ours, or what is about us and for us.
I submit that we are only in that sense
crippled by having to look abroad, by
looking elsewhere, to the Eastern States
-and mark you, we are just as much
isolated from the central Government
of the Commonwealth as is New Zea-
land. That Bight as much separates
us from the East as does the sea sepa-.
rate Sydney from Auckland. Having
that tract of desert or the Bight between
gives us an isolation which sepa~ates us
from the East. We are by geography
absolutely separated from the East. We
cannot, with that separation, obtain that
sympathy with which this State should be
governed. We see in every debate that
takes place in the Federal Parliament the
localism that exists there. We see an
anti-federal spirit displayed there. We
see, how every senator and every member
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of the House of Representatives fights for
his particular State in the East.. There
are still the same old jealousies between
Victoria and New South Wales; and in
those fights this State is absolutely for-
gotten. We might as well be away in
Tintbuctoo or some other unearthly
place as where we are. We are not
worthy of consideration. What is
proposed even by Sir John For-
rest himself in the House of Repre-
sentatives is treated lightly. People
sneer at it, and we are treated as a
country remote, unknown. We cannot
develop our industries or our country
tinder such circumstances; we are
harassed by such circumstances as thiese.
In addition to that, this is taken from
our land what I take to be the greatest
incentive to the greatness of its citizens,
patriotism of a country within our own
boundaries, that patriotism to which the
TLeader of the Opposition alluded. We
have expended our patriotism; it is no
longer focussed within the boundaries of
Western Australia. We have none of
that patriotism for ourselves now; we
cannot discuss problems of our own; that
power of national life, so to speak, has
been taken from us; we have to rest
satisfied with what our lords and masters
do in the East. Let mue give an illus-
tration. If it be proposed by this
Government or auy other Government to
introduce a national bank in this State,
before we can do that we have to consult
what the Commonwealth Constitution
says about it, and if the Commonwealth
Constitution arrogates to itself the sole
right of currency, we find the law dlead
against us, we cannot do it although it be
a great thing for the country, a wise law
to be enacted, a matter that would help
us out of our difficulties; the hand, the
claw I may say, of the Commonwealth
prevents us, and we dare not move. It is
so, too, on every great question; in the
matter of preserving a white Australia,
if the Commonwealth likes to take one set
of views on the subject and we take
another, though our material interests.,
are dependent on it, if the Commonweali h
is against it we must be fettered. Then
too there are great national questions be-
tween the mother country and this country,
matters which in this House should
be debated; questions of high material
import, of great national interest and

international interest, matters that should
come for discussion here ; but these are
tabooed to us, and now under the Com-
monwealth; the Parliament of this great
State, one-third of the whole Common-
wealth, has been reduced to the position
of a mere shire council. We discuss mostly
matters of roads and bridges ; matters of
great moment and policy we seldom can
discuss. What is the result F The
national life, the mental activity that is
given to our citizens, especially to the
young, is taken from us. Our inhabitants
are born as it were to go through a dull
period of monotony, while in the East
activity takes place. There is nothing in
this State to quicken it, nothing to make
it feel the stim ulus of the spirit of rivalry.
I want to allude to what has been done by
the A merican Republic itself : it has been
the absolute freedom given to the States,
they may almost be considered as inde-
pendent sovereign States by themselves,
that has made that nation what it is.
No principle of the 'United States is so
absolutely safegarded as the protection
of State rights; every State being a
sort of little sovereign State of itself.
What has been the consequence of
that ? That States have had rivalry,
have contested with each other in
emulation. One law has been surpassed
in another State, and so they have gone on
and made some of the most interesting
social experiments recorded in history.
Where can our rivalry beP what expert-
inents can we try in Western Australia?
The Commnonwealth law overrides us all,
and dead uniformity falls on our citizens.
We are reduced from independent, think-
ing centres to mere units in a great ruck ;
our mentality is levelled and lowered
down. I submit that is very dangerous
to our public life, it is a burden to the life
of this particular State: we lose our best
energies. Another thing too, it has drawn
from us from time to time our best public
men, the men who should be here helping
us, fighting our battles of localisms,
for we cannot deny that charity begins
at home, and while Western Australia is
our home, our charity should becin
there. These men have drifted to the
Commonwealth. In very little time this
party (Labour) will lose. I doubt not,
that very valuable help now in its ranks,
the member for L~eonora. As soon as
men arrive to a position of great help-
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fulness to us they are drafted off fromn
Western Australia: we lose our best
intellects. That bus been found in
nearly every State; the public life in
every State Parliament of the Common-
wealth has gone back, is inferior since
the dawn of Federation. I regret it is
so, hut it cannot be denied. Look at
any State Parliament, since we have had
Federation we have b~ad an inferiority in
the character of its public men. I do
not wish to derogate the ability that is
still there, bitt that has been the tendency
and it will he so. This young State
which is beginning a. career, which I
hoje will have no end until it reaches its
ultimate and complete maturity, this
State which is beginning now in that.
pathway needs all the brains we have
to be focussed here, untrammelled by
influence from abroad. We want all the
statesmanship, all the lpower, all the
energy, all the strength of wise experi-
enced men in our midst, These are
taken from us by Federation and we are
in every sense depressed in spirit,
deprived of ability, and robbed of our
energy by our union with Federation,
and as the member for Swimu interrupts,
we are robbed of our cash. There is no
question, we are now tributaries to
another part, we are now keeping the
East flourishing instead of developing
our powers, insteakd of creating wealth
for our own citizens. It is on that cr
I take the view I have taken. I believe
the Union with the other States is
inimical to our chances in the future.
There may be a time and would have
conic a time when union would have
been wise. I submit we went into
Federation before we were prepared for
it. What does it meanP It means that
we have given all the advantages to the
East, advantages they had more or less
before, but we have given them a mono-
poly of these advantages. They had
mnanufactories started, they had farms
cultivated for long years, they had been
exportinig the excess of production, they
had given them the desire and possibility
of obtaining markets elsewhere, estab;-
lished by every agency the East can give .
The industries had been fostered for years
in the Eastern States, and now they have
been let loose as it were on us. We are
not allowed to.day to do anything for
ourselves; we can have no say in what

vitally concerns us, and all if a blessings
of sentiment do not compensate for that
loss to us. We are talking now of
opening our country for farmers, we are
advertising in England, spending vast
sums of money making known that we
have lands to give away. The Govern-
ment are going to the extent, I think
wisely, of improving the lands andI nak-
ing them fit to live on before inviting
people to live on themn, to enable us to
make our harvests wave where now the
unacultivated b ush is. All very beau tif ul,
but what is the good of the talk about
farming when we can get brought from
the East the products of farms, whose
men have been farming for years, where
they have a, surplus stock of goods?
A farmer goes to the extent--say a smnall
farmer-of cultivating a few acres in
Western Australia; be has gone to con-
siderable expense, as he must do in a new
land, especially where clearing has to be
done, to produce his first few crops to
give him mastart in life. When hefinds he
is ready to come to market and his trucks
are loaded to come to Perth, or to the
auctioneer who is to dispose of his goods,
or to the established firms, he finds, the
day before the entraining of all he has,
there has arrived in. Perth a6 shipload, or
two shiploads, of similar produce from
the East, and whereas he was expecting-
supposing we will say for his wheat-his
5s. a bushel he finds it has gone down to
2s, 6d., or a little more. In other words,
the shipment from Victoria or from some
other Eastern State, or from New Zeal and,
for they all make this now their dumping
ground, has just made the difference in
price between that man being able to con-
tinue on his farm or having to give up his
little settlement. It is not one only who
tells that story. I have been spoken to
by scores of farmers whbo have the same
grievance. Mr. Paterson, who was in

I charge of the Agricultural Bank at one
time, I remember gave advice to aL young
farmer that he could make a start if only
he cultivated or made ready one pa rticular
spot for potatoes. The young man went
in for this kind of cultivation and went
to considerable expense in making the
ground ready for the potatoes, which
were then fetching from £9 to £19 a
a ton. They had been fetching this
price for years previously owing to the
consumption on the fields, No sooner
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had this young wan his crop ready in
abundance than a shipment of potstoes
arrived, There is no possible means of
keeping them out under the Common-
wealth regulations; shipments come from
New Zealand, from South Australia, from
Tasmania.. This young man's crop, was
sent down, and instead of £9 to £20 a
ton, the average price was £5 per ton.
That, as everybody knows, scarcely pays
for the cultivation, under the difficulties ex-
isting in Western Australia. Anotherdiffi-
culty with which the Western Australian
has to contend-and I am stating these
little instances showing in the larger scale
what the conditions are-von may grow
yoqr- wheat crops, you mlay grow A your
cereals, but if your market is flooded by
cheaper goods from without, what is
the good of them ? We know very well
that the mere freightage on steamers
from Vietotia or Tasmania to here is
scarcely more, I do not think as much as
between here and Northam on the State
railways. We have to compete with
these. It must never be forgotten that
the bulk of the goods received and
dumped here from the Eastern States
are surplus goods, that when the
whole market in Victoria or New
South Wales or Tasmania (whatever
State it may be) has been supplied, the
superabundandee must be got rid of, and
rather than let it rot in those States they
send it here for whatever it will bring;
and of course whatever it may bring
means that it will bring the lowest pos-
sible prices at which a profit can be made
of any sort for those who handle the
goods, and therefore it must have a ten-
deity to bring down prices of our own

products. It is not only so in relation to
farminig products, but manufactures. If
we desire to start a butter factory, what
cbance have we against the machinery in
full going order and -trained men in
regular workP

Mnm. FouLKEs: Our workers have to
compete against the cheaper workers in
the other States.

MR. WALKER: We speak of keeping
up wages, and it is necessary we should
keep them up; but if our workmen have
to do a class of work paid for by cheaper
wages in the East, where living is
cheaper, where house rent is not nearly so
high as it is; in Western Australia, our
workmen must come down by the law of

average to the same rate of wages as
are being received in the East. 11n other
words, it is from that point of view I am
against the early association of Wedeprn
Australia with the Eastern States in the
bonds of Federation. It is from the
workmnvn's point of view that I regret it,
because I have felt a desire, and keel a
desire still, for this State to hate in-
dustries of its own, to be like a
housiehold independent of the re st of the
neighbours; our State self-codntained,
all its inhabitants, numerous as they are
now and more numerous as they will be,
self-supporting, so that.we will not have to
send our wool abroad, but have our
sheep shorn here, and the wool turned.
into garments within our own borders.
I would have it made into vestments by
our local tailors instead of this importa-
tion which comes from the East, or even
from Colo m ho, as things are at the present
time. I would h ave the leather taken from
the hides of our cattle and tulrnedl to utility
here. I would have our own boots made
locally from. the tanning of hides uip
to the last stitch upon them in our own
country, and by our own workmen. All
the money we now send out of the State
for work done I would have spent in this
State, and circulated, amiongst our own
citizens; wages passing fromn hand to
hand, from workmen to the tradesmen,
anud from tradesmen to other tradesmen,
all within the borders of our own State.
Whilst we are under Federation we can-
not possibly have the liberty to do this.
We are handicapped in every way. We
can foster nothing, not even in the
matter of Collie coal. Without now
going into, the merits of whether Collie
coal is or is not what it is said to be by
those advocating its use, even for argu-
ment's sake supposing it is as good as
Newcastle coal, what is the position
to-day ? Newcastle coal would still have
the advantage, because the freight onl the
water is less than the freight upon the
railways at the present time; and if we

I gave under Federation the slightest
possible advantage to our own local coal
products, be they ever so good or ever
so poor, over other imported coal, we
should be violating the laws of the
Commonwealth. We are not permitted
to do it, and we should be brought to
task. In other words, as we are now
situated we are nottallowed to mind our
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own business, to look after our own
affairs. The greedy merchants of the
East can insist on giving us supplies to
our own disadvantage. If we desire in
any way to help our own local menl, these
merchants can say, " No, we must be put
upon exactly the same level as your own
men, although we have already advan-
tages over them. We have the advantage
of having established the trade, of
having got our factories, of having
obtained our machinery, and having
everything running and in good working
order. We have all these to start with.
You are beginning. You have the inex-
perience; you have the expense of the
initial oulay; you have to wait until
you get your market. We insist that we
shall conic down upon you now before
you get strength, before you get experi-
ence, before you obtain *your market;
wye will swamp you out of it." This is
what Federation means to us. so that
we can start nothing, we can have no
industry, we must confine ourselves
purely to mining and farming. That is
what we are to be reduced to as things
are, and as they have existed during the
time we have had Federation. Suppos-
ing this Parliament decided to secede,
would there not be the moral justification
for it, apart from what I have said ? Can
anyone deity that this State was booked
into the Commonwealth by means of a
definite promnise. Was it not a sine qua
nou that we should have a. line of railway
joining us to the East? Was not that
promised before Sir John Forrest threw
in his lot with the Federal cause, before
Dr. Hackett and the West Australian
threw in their lot with the Federal cause P
These things were definitely assured.
And whether those men so un~derstood it
or not, this fact is certain, that the people
of Western Australia who voted for
Federation voted on that assurance.
They firmly believed that the only way to
obtain that line joining us with the East,
to bridge that stretch of distance between
us and the other States, was to hase
'Federation. We have been betrayed;
we have been ignored; we have been
treated as if this were of no more import
to the Federal Government than getting
a telephone or a telegraph. To them it
is a mere trivial little detail in the man-
agement of affairs. Easterners want to
keep us still as tbeir dumping ground, as

they want to make us the market for
their products of every kind; nay, to
make us even profitable to them in the
transhipment of imports. After the
Easte.rn States have got the benefit of
the Customs fees in regard to goods
imported from other countries, such
goods are sent to us. We obtain no
advantages whatever. They obtaiu these
advantages, and they, insist on our remain.
ing in this isolated position. They still
want to treat us as if we were a con-
quered State and not a partner in the
Commionwealth, as if we were their
Cinderella to do all the housework for
them and receive no wages. Should
they wonder if we complain? Shopild
they wonder if there are cries about
separation, about secession? And lain
not too sure that it would be such a hiarm.
ful or heinous thing. For, from whom.
are we separating? Not from that great
motherland which is our source of pro-
tection. We do not desire to sever those
bonds that unite us historically with the
greatest nation that has ever yet appeared
in history. We are loyal to that Empire,
which would protect'lus as it now pro-
tects New Zealand, and as it protects the
Commonwealth. Is there not a sort of
drawing us froma that loyalty by the
lodestone that exists at MelbourneP
We are now no longer turning our eyes
to the great historical fountain of justice.
We now no longer look to the mother-
land, but we look to the Federation of
thle Commonwealth for whatever appeals
in justice, we may have, in regard to
whatever grievance our State may suffer.
We are at their beck and call, at their
mercy. And so really by means of this
very Federation our loyalty to it certain
extent is strained, and is diverted from
its course; and just as in the case of the
breaking up of the great Roman Empire,
which from Rome at one time governed
even to the confines of the ocean, a
shadow being right over Europe, just as
in the case of the breaking up of the
Turkish Empire into several princi-
palities and kingdoms, and just as I
believe the feeling is in Russia that
growth and prosperity and ultimate
liberty, and the salvation of meu, will
come about by the partition of Russia,
just as Poland is seeking to obtain her
traditional freedom, just so I believe this
great continent could work better in parts,
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in zealous rivalry, not hatred or jealousy,
but in actual emulation for the benefit of
this great continent, for great it is,
though sparsely populated now, look-
ing to the future can we judge what this
nation may he?, A few years ago it was
a wild desert, inhabited by a few blacks.
To-day it is dotted with cities that rival
the old cities of the world. Think what
can be done if we pay attention to our
own business. Was not New South
Wales once the whole of this continent F
Did not Victoria separate, and did not
Victoria benefit ? And New South Wales,
with a starting privilege, was for a long
time ahead of the others. When separ-
ation came, Victoria with new life and
new rivalry rapidly expanded, until nOW,
although New South Wales is the mother
State, Victoria virtually rules the whole of
the Commonwealth. It is there where
the capital is. That is one evidence of
the benefit of division. Other States
likewise separated in the same way, and
are we not separated as a State at least
from, the other States now, -and is it not
our separation that has given us our
vitality, life, and energyP Is not separ-
ation that great virtue whic~h was
described by the Leader of the Labour
Party to-night when he spoke of decen-
tralisation. It is division that gives us
the decentralisation. Tt is that which
we want. We want deceatralisation
fromn Melbourne, from the East. We
want a time of leisure, time to look after
the business here. We want no inter-
ference from outside. We want to live
our own life, to develop our own
patriotism, to make this State as great
as any of the others; nay, greater. We
want to feel as much a jewel in the
Crown of Britain as are the other
States which have preceded ns and set
an example before us. If possible we
want to surpass them. We do not want
to be hooked to the samne waggon, to
Move in the same march. We want to
be able to run, if we have the strength
and energy to do so. We do not want to
he the appendage of the other States.
With theirexample visible before us we
want to emulate and carry on the
traditions of the Great Empire of which
we are a portion, and of which we should
not be less a portion if we were separated
fromn the Commonwealth to-morrow.
Nay more, we should seem more a por-

tion, as being mor-e dependent upon the
mother country. By being separated
from the Federal centre we should look
more to that home land that has been a
pattern of liberty to all the world ; a
land that has produced the bravest
warriors, the finest poets, the greatest
scientists, the noblest philosophers. We
do not want to look to any David Gaun-
son or Tommy Bent ini Victoria. we
want to look to Britain, 'the land of
history; and for that reason, whilst I do
not see the wisdom of votingo for the
motion of the member for York because
of its impossibility of being car-ried into
effect, and therefore rendering the House
ridiculous, I still believe in a protest, a
strong protest, vigorous as we cau make
it, from this Assembly, reminding the
Cornmionwealth that they have duties as
well as rights concerning us, audl that
partnership means their obligations to us
as well as our obligations to the in;
reminding themn, in fact, that if we are
partners we demand the whole rights and
full liberties of partnership.

Ma. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie): I feel
anything I may say will fall flat after the
eloquent peroration of the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker). But I rise to
utter an emphatic no to the motion of
the memb er for York. My feelings when
I heard that he was to make this motion
Were someWhat mixed ; in facet, I had an
idea of moving a motion for his expul-
sion. A rumouir has been current for
weeks past in the city that the hon. mom-
ber was to he arrested to-nighbt on a
charge of high treason. As we all know,
the idea of a Federated Australia arose
many years ago amongst our greatest
thinkers. And the brains of oar best
men were exercised to such an extent that
after years of thought and discussion,
after innumerable artices fromn our ablest
pens, after all the pros and cons had
been) threshed out, the great question
was put to the people, and our early
dreams were realised: we were asked to
march forward, as it were, towards the
f uturv. We hailed this Federation of
our States, glorious in its morning; we
hailed its crowning consummation; we
voiced the glowing sentiment of the six
hearth fires as one, and of those six
swords which if need he would strike as
one ; and the mighty chorus that was
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lifted from desert to ocean went forth to
all the world. Yet we find to-night that
by one. Cell awbop the members for York
(Mr. Monger) and Swan (Mr. Gull) wish
to villify and destroy our Federation. The
member for York, in his opening remuarks,
roundly abused our late Premier for not
bringing this matter before Parliament.
Welt, I think it was at the, time looked
upon as a. joke. It was not considered
seriously. The hon. member spoke of
the aoctions of the Federal Convention
delegates who went to Melbourne, of the
words of some and of the silence of others.
Well, it does not much miatter to us
what those representatives thought or
what they did. When the referendum
was taken the people settled this great
question by their voices and their votes.

MR. GULL : Give them another chance
to speak.

MR. EDDY: I do not think they will
ever get it. The hon. niember spoke of
the 'value of our land. True, it is valu-
able; but he must remember that if we had
not federated, many of the areats of which
he spoke would yet be idle. [MR. GULL:-
Nonsensie!] I say yes; and the smoke
from the West A ustralian chimneys would
yet be invisible until about ten o'clock
in the morning, as it was many years
ago. The hon. member said that the
people in this State were duped into
voting for Federation, in order to secure
cheap living. Well, if the people of the
goldfields depended for a cheap living on
West Australian farming as it was
carried on some years ago, they would
still be waiting and watching f or that
benefit. Even when Sir John Forrest
secured the sliding-sca-le concession for
five years, the West Australian farmers
took no advantage of it whatever; they
never built even a factory. The hon.
member spoke also of hundreds of pro-
specting shows awaiting development;
but I venture to say thousandst of shows
would contine undeveloped unless men
from the East had come along, inspired by
results of Federation. The hon. member
spoke of the -ship of State that we have
launched on an unknown sea. I ask,
Why P Surely our national assets will
not cast us on the rocks. We are told
by the hon. member that only two classes
of business men have benefited by Fede-
ration, namely wine merchants and pub-
licans. Well, good enough for the wine

merchants and publicans, good luck to
them ! and bad enough for the drinkers
who riotously and foolishly spend their
money with those merchants. T ask, would
our land settlement have advanced to its
present limit, should we be producing
the gold we produce to-day, if We
were not a federated StateV The
hon. member considers that secession
would excite greater enthusiasm, and
would be a grand thing for Western
Australia. I will tell him what it would
be in mny opinion. It would murder our
credit i the eves of the outside world.
The hon. mem~ber spoke of the probable
loss of many thousands of pounds, and
.asked us what we should get in return.
I will tell him my opinion of what we
should gain by secession. We should
probably go right back to groperdon-i.
The member for Swan spoke on Sir John
Forrest and "his actions. Many years ago.
on Ihe goldieldsi, I was an opponent of
Sir John Forrest and his Government,
hut to-day I admit that I am one of Sir
John Forrest's admiriera. He has looked
and seen farther ahead than the members
-for York and Swan.

MR. GULL:- It took himn only 24 hours
to look.

MR. EDDY: He fortnnately has got
out of the ruts and narrow paths that
those hon. members seem unable to avoid.
The member for Swan almost threatened
Ministers that they must vote for this
motion. I do not know whether that
threat was meant for me, or any other
Government supporter. If it was, I tell
him here that I have no time whateer
for his ideas. He dubs himself a West
Australian first and an Australian after-
wards. Well, every man is naturally
proud of his birthplace; but I should
like the member for Swan to recollect
that there are other birthplaces than
Western Australia. The hon. member
tells us this problem has been agitating
him for the last six or seven years. Well,
after hearing all his arguments, I have
not noticed any great result from the
agitation, beyond what has Iubbled over
and fizzled out in the exuberance of his
narrow ideas. The hon. member spoke
of Dr. Hackett and others, and called
them "- atters " because they changed
their opinions. [Mn. GULL: In 24
hours.] These men got out of the narrow
groove, opened their minds and broadened
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their views, as I hope the hon. mew-
her will do in his turn. He spoke
of what our Governments have done,
and what they have not done. True,
they have in the past sacrificed and al-
most given away the best and most
valuable of our land, the loss of which
Western Australia will one day regret.
Quite right, too, that we should have a
land tax; and the sooner the better for
our corw ol good. The hon. member
spoke of our foodstuffs coming from
Victoria; in fact, every argument used
showed, to my mind, that Western Aus-
tralia cannot produce our food. His
remarks were absolutely in favour of
Federation ; they were all in favour
of reverting to the lractiee of by' gone
years, when many farmers of this State
preferred an order on Monger & Co. to z.
sovereign or a bank note. The lion, mem-
ber spoke of the probability of this State's
having to ask assistance from the Com-
mnonwealth. We want no assistance. We
as West Australians wish to feel that we
are sitill the bright star of which the hon.
member spoke so eloquently. He twitted
Mr. Deakin, the Prime 'Minister of the
ComnAOwealth, and supposed that he, at
an early date, would take the High Coin-
missionership. Well, I should think that
the duties of High Commissioner could
not he in. better hands. Mr. Deakin
would he much better and fatter, in the
sense indicated by the member for York,
if Mr. Deakin were notea politician. The
member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker) tells
us that Victoria has profited greatly by
the advent of the Commonwealth. Such
at statement, I submit. is absolutely
wrong; for we all know that the Vic-
torian factories have diminished, and
that New South Wales and other States
have benefited greatly at the expense of
YVictoria,

Mn. BATH: Their prosperity is due to
good seasons.

Mn.. EDDY: Perhaps it is; but the
factories of Victoria to-day are not so ex-
tensive as they were before Federation.
The member for Kanowna spoke, too,
about the fall in the price of produce,
and referred to the prices many years
ago, when a man brought his produce to
market expecting to get £20 per ton,
and received only £X5. The hon. member
spoke also of the reduction in the price
of wheat fronm 5s. to 2a, 6d. a bushel. If

these are arguments in favour of separa-
tion, I think they are very weak; and I
am sure that such arguments, if proffered
on behalf of consumers in his own elec-
torate, would not be aoccepted. The
Premier rightly stated that if we vote for
Secession OUT Vote Will be Useless. Seces-
sion is nut practicable. In conclusion,
we know the Federation of Australia was
looked on with amazement by the outside
world, believing, as we believed, that it
was the birth of a nation that would he
in the foreground of nations. And
although affairs are. not so prosperous as
we should like them to be, it is our duty
to try to make themi so -- not to be always
grumbling, as we are grumbling now
and have grumbled in the past. If the'
-world were all sunshine and plenty, we
should still be a dissatisfied and discon-
tented lot. It is because there are wrongs
to right that we have the pleasure and
duty of righting, or trying to right, those
wrongs. For Western A ustralia we have
nothing to fear. True, we have had to
pay a. little too much, at times, for our
whistle; but the time is soon comning
when the other States who have been
so uncharitable to Western Australia
will realise that were we as uncharitable
as they have been, the consequences to
thenm would be serious. Some day, I
think. they will he glad of a chance
to Come cap-in-hand to Western Aus-
tralia. Mlany legislators of the Eastern
States have no Conception whatever of
our possibilities. Even the present
Premier of Victoria (Bon. T. Bent),
as will be remembered, some time
ago described the trauscontinental rail-
way as a Hell-to-Hackney proposition.
A man in his position who talks in this
strain is guilty of consummate ignorance
and impudence, and can only be classed
as a political bumaptious bounder. I say
the day is soon Coming when the other
State's wvill he falling over one another to
father this railway, not in our interests,
but in their own. Let us feel that we
are part of the nation that can justly
take its stand and find a home for our
friends from any' part of the world, us
long as they are white people and genuine
British subjects. Let us show that
Western Australia, as a State of the
Commonwealth, is it part of a power
beneath the sun, Let us show no

jdecline, but let us be the mighty nation
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we ought to be; and that., I sumit, is not
to be gained by' secession, but only by
unity. And remember that., " United we
stand, divided we fall:' The member
for York submitted a verse, and I ma ,y
be allowed to take the infection anid dlose
my remarks with just one varse:
Could we break the land asunder, God has

girded with the sea?
For the flag is floating o'er us,
And the star of hope before us,

From the desert to the ocean, brothers, lift the
mighty chorus

For Australian Unity!

TO ADJOURN.
Ma. HARDWICK: I move that

debate be adjourned.
Motion negatived.

the

RESUMED.

SEVERAL MEMIBERS: Question!

MR. Mf. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet): I
merely wish to say that I have no synm-
pathy with the motion. In the firsit
place, I think the object is impracticable;
and secondly I do not think that Federa-
tion has done the harm the hon. gentle-
men would have us believe. A great
deal has been said about the fact that
we have suffered greatly at the bands of
other Australian States, and that this
State has been drained in the interests of
the people of the Eastern States; also
that the progress and advancement of the
people of the Eastern States have been
due to the fact that they have dumped
their surplus jproducts in Western Aus-
trahia. That is entirely ineorreet,'because
the progress of the Other States. has been
due to the fact that they have reently
had splendid seasons and with the won-
derful recuperative powers of the land
in Eastern States they are enabled
to wipe off the result of bad years
and sho a surplus. I think it was the
member for Kanowna who said that New
Zealand, by staying out of Federation,
had progressed at a greater degree than
the States of Australia that joined Feder-
ation. I want to compare New Zealand
with Western Australia, which according
to members who support this m~otion has
been most badly used in connection with
Federation. A'cecrding to the statistics
showing the progress of the six States of
Australasia and New Zealand, I find that
New Zealand cannot h'old its own in
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comnparison with Western Australia. In
every respect New Zealand has not pro-
gressed as rapidly as has this State. I

1am not going to take the irresponsible or
the wild and woolly statements of any
member supporting the motion. I am
taking the statistics provided for this
HIouse, and they prove conclusively that
in every instance, taking the acreagre

*under crop, or the increase in stock, or
*the increase in wool, in every respect
Western Australia predominates over

Ievery State in the Commonwealth and
INew Zealand. In the face of these facts,
what is the use of talking about Western
Australia being badly used, or of saying
that Western Australia has not advanced.
because of Federation? Western Aus-
tralia has advanced, and will advance
despite Federation. I agree that prob-
ably had we not entered Federation
at the time we did, we might have
ad~vanced at, at much greater degree during
the past five years; but at tho same timie
we have entered Federation for good or
for evil, and though we may feel the pin-
pricks for a time, they are not going to
lasst long; because little by little the
differences between us will disappear and
the U~nion will serve the purpose it was, at
first intended it should serve. Of course
in our domestic affairs, in connection
withouteerpi uotesevc,
we pourbl telegrahicadther snonerice
than was the case when we controlled
these departments* ourselves; but it must
be remembered that, though we suffer
these inconveniences, we have advantages
in other respects. For instance, we have

Ithe Commonwealth formulating a policy
for the whole of Australia. Before the
advent of the Union, Australia was com-
prised of seven distinct colonies with
separate 0Governments; and instead of
these Governments acting on great ques-
tions in unison, they acted independently,
and as a result of that there could not
be the great p'rogress that has resulted
since Federation. Take the mail con-
tracts, and the actions in regard to the
Pacific Islands and New Guinea, and
other great subjects; there we find that
Australia has benefited greatly by Federa,-
tion. We can all1 indulge in a great deal
of criticism in regard to Federation. We
can all find fault -with what Federat ion
has not accomplished. At the same time
I say that Federation has accomplished aL
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great deal. It has placed Australia in a
position it could niot have held had it not
been for Federation. Australia is now
recognised asa 9,greater and mare power-
ful factor in the world's affairs than
as distinct colonies; and I am hopeful
that, despite the pin-pricks and domestic
inconveniences, the time will come when
she will be thoroughly satisfied with the
union. I am hopeful also that union will
do for Australia what union has done
for the United States of America,
the Canadian States, the Swiss States,
and the German States; that it will make
Australia, a power, if not in the
world's politics, at least in the politics
of the Southern Hemisphere. After
all, this motion appears to me to be
but the cry and action of pettifogging
politicians. It is iota motion. that would
be moved by a statesman. Why is there
a desire to separate from our Eastern
neighbours, to make ourselves a, separate
8tate, to shut ourselves off from our
people in the Eastern States? We should
not have that desire at all. Rather
should we endeavour, if there is f-riction
existing between us and the Eastern
States, to eradicate that friction and to
have a better feeling between the various.
States. It is a peculiar thing that while
we in this State say that Western Aus-
tralia is being ruined, in other States we
have the same airguments. used by certain
politicians. In Queensland many poli-
ticianis are dissatisfied because they hold
that Queenland is being used for the
purposes of Victoria and New South
Wales. Politicians in New South Wales
are dissatisfied because they hold that
the interests of New South Wales are
being overlooked, and that the interests
of Victoria are being safegua~rded in con-
sequence. Again, Tasmania. seems to be
in the same position. I have no doubt
tha~t the peole in those States consider
they are justas badly used as the people
in Western Australia consider or imagine
they are used; but I do not think that,
despite the fact of' many politiciauis hold-
ing that their respective States are badly
used by Federation, any of them -would
Come forward and move such a motion
as was moved by the member for York.
After all, it is well known that the motion
will not be carried. It is well known
that the persons who bring it forw-ard
hope that it will not becarried, because they

*know that if it were carried it couldl
serve no purpose. The Commonwealth
cannot be dissolved unless the Common-
wealth Parliament decides it shall be
dissolved; and what is the use of
Western Australia taking any action
in that direction? Probably this is to
serve the object of giving the members
for Swan and York an opportunity of
saying something this session. If that
is thne object, I am content. I sliall
oippose the motion.

Mu. P. J. LYNCH (Mt. Leonora):
Just for the purpose of facilitating the
passage of this motion to-night, I may

joffer a few remarks on the subject. In
the first place, I am not surprised that
such a motion finds a place on the Notice
Paper, because it is identical with the
feeling-I will not say it is a popular
feeling-tint is always to be found after
the consummation of the federation of
States. It has been found so in the past,
especially in connection with the United
States and Canada; and it is entirely un-
natural that such feeling in obscure
quarters should not be inevitable here. I
am not surprised that the niotion appears
in its present form. In fact, it might be
described in another way, as a feeling
that those who found themselves in the
minority in the past are now using'the
present opportunity to vent their feelings
on a subject upon which they did not
find the majority of the people at one with~
them. As far as I can succeed in
anal *ysing the motives behind this motion,
the grievance that stands (put in bolder
relief than the rest appears to be one of
revenue. I think that is it, so far as I

ihave judged from the remarks of the
member for- Swan this evening. It is
that we have lost revenue. It is clearly

Iapparent to any member that the position
was foreseen at the time that the coni-
pact was entered into; and Sir John
Forrest andP the other members who
represented us at the Federal Conference

*were fully cognisant of the position of
this State, and stipulated, as has been

*mentioned to-night, for a five-year's
period that would taper down gradually,
from the peculiar condition this State
was then in until we had arrived at a
normal condition. As to the statement
that thme v~resent unsatisfactory condition
of our finances is due to Federation, it is
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nothing of the kind, It is a condition
that was wholly foreseen by Sir John
Forrest and those who were at that Con-
ference with him. I think the membr
for Swan was not quite serious to-night
when he stated that it was owing to the
zeal on the part of the goldfields people
to secure a railway that Federation was
brought about. The real reason why the
goldfields people were so zealous on
the subject was because there was a
tardiness in giving the franchise on
the part of those who were governing
the State at the time, and of whom
Sir John Forrest was the head. The
member says "hear, hear," but he
should have made the full statement and
not half the statemvnt which he made to-
night. The real reason was the tardiness
of the Governmeot. I wish to he clearly
understood in this matter, and I am not
one with those who think that the affairs
of this State can he mnore advantageously

mngdfom a distance. I believe the
element of proximnity is one that is indis-
pensable to the necessity of administra-
tion. It is just as necessary as the close
attention that should he given to affairs
Of a much smaller sphere by the local
governing bodies in local questions. They
can much better matnage their own affairs
in a. limited sphere than it can be d one by
the -State of Western Australia. The

SLeprinciple applies as far as the
Government of this State is concerned

-when interference of the Commonwealth
is under consideration. I do not join
issue with those who sayv unification has
to be accomplished or is a thing even iu
the immediate future. I believe that, if
there is such a thing as unification, it will
not make for the progress of this or any
of the federated States. View the posi-
tion in this State and how it started from
small beginnings as a Crown colony. I
feel the consummation of Federation was
a thing which came about in the natural
order of things, and anky att~npt on our
part at present to reverse that order
would seem to be foolish. It r-eminds
me of making the apple return to the
blossom. We have arrived at that stage
when each of the self-governing parts of
Australia, leaving out New Zealand, have
looked on from this very aspect and come
to the conclusion that the best material
advancement could be secured on certain
matters by a centralised authority.- For

us to reverse the order of things and
return to the stage when each State was
separately governed, and when these
questions which do naturally affect
the six States as a whole could be
dealt with individually, is a foolish
position to lake up now. It is well to
remember the mistake does not lie, if
there is any grievance at present, at the
door of the Commonwealth Government.
The mistake lies in a great measure with
those responsible for the choosing of the
ten delegates who went to express the
feelIings an d desires of Western Australia
in M']elbourne and Sydney. It is within
the memory of those in'this flouse that
this Parliament took on itself the most
exceptional course of appoiniting the ten
delegates without the slightest reference
to the people, as opposed to the practice
adopted by the other States; und I may
say at this stage, if the people had been
consulted on that occasion, it is just
possible that the one figure mntioued
to-night with respect, the late Mr.
Vesper, in all probability would have
been included, and his influence as much
as his personality and his talents would
have helped at that Conference, and
would probably have been responsible for
the inclusion of the railway which bee
been spoken of as the sine qua non of
the compact entered into with this State.

Mit. GULL:- You admit it is a sine qua.
non?

Ma. LYNCH: It has been stated so
to-night; lam not taking the responsibility
of the statemenit. I mention this to show

Athat if any blame is attachablc to any
body of men or any individual in par-
ticul ar, this part of the blamec must
necessarily rest on the shoulders of the
Parliament at the time when its nominees

*or representalives were being selected.
As far as the representation of this State

-of Western Australia is concerned, I am
sure even the member for Swan does not
wish for a mnore favourable position. In

*the Senate alone this State, in proportion
to its population, enjoys a marked
advantage when we reflect that with our
population of 260,000 people we have the
same representation in the Senate as
populous New South Wales with up-
wards of a million and a quarter
of population anad Victoria with some-
thing closely approaching that number.
And when we turn to the House of
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Representatives we find already we have
more than aL fair share of representation
there; so T fail to see how any possible
ground of complaint ean lie on our part
on this head as far as representation is
concerned. Considering, the unrest abroadl
at present in all the Australian States,
for this uneasiness is not conifined to
Western Australia alone, I feel that after
all it is a very unwelcome and at the
same time unpleasant commentary on the
people of this island continent. We have
gone to the task of choosing, as best we
could, the brightest, the brainiest, the
most capable and most patriotic citizens
in our midst to take charge for the time
being of the destinies of this island con-
tinent--free choice, trammelled in no
respect. And now to find people com-
plain not only in this State but in the
other States, of their work and the
manner in which they have acquitted
themselves, I say again in all serious-
ness it is rather a sad commentary on the
common sense of Australia if this unrest is
prevalent. I can only say again it is not
a popular unrest: it is more like the
throw-off of the necessary portion of lava
of some imaginary grievance. We have
not come to the stultifying position of
setting up an idol and striving to
demolish it. With certain care we have
got together at Parliament which is only
in its infancy as far as legislative and
administrative matters are concerned,
and now we are asked to demolish the
very creation we have made, after much
p~ains have been taken and much care has
been exercised on our part. For my part
I do not believe that we have drifted into
such a hopeless position, as far as any
serious attempt is contemplated of either
withdrawing from the Commonwealth or
reflecting in a way that would savour of
the union being against the interestsof this
State or any of the other Federal States.
The Post Office and Telegraphs have
been mentioned as a. department in which
it was shown clearly that we have been
labouring under a disadvantage under
Federal rule; but it must be remembered
that if the Federal Government decided
upon building these unprofitable lines,
unprofitable from their standpoint, the
result would be precisely the same as far
as the finances of this State are concerned.
Black Range has been mentioned by the
member for York. If the Federal Gov-

erment considered it advisable to erect
a Black Range telegraph line, the result

*simply would be that they would hand
back to the Treasurer of this State so

*much less, equivalent to the construction
of the ]me. Whilst the member for Swan
objects to the control by the Common-
walth Government of the post offices
and telegraph lines for not extending
this unpayable service, he may be effec-
tively replied to by saying they could do
this, hut immediatoty afterwards perhaps
the first member to stand up in this
House and charge the Federal Govern-
maent with extravagance would be the
mnember for Swan. That is clearly the
position. [Mn. GULL: NO; it is no0t.]
We know the practice which exists at the
p ]resent time. The Comnmouwealth Gov-
erment could erect these lines; there is
nothing to prevent them, but they look
at the matter in this way, and' it is
worth while recording, that in the discus-
sions at the Conventions both in Adelaide
and Sydney there was no specific refer-
ence Inade to the Commonwealth bearing
the cost of any' extensions of the telegraph
system. Not one solitary reference do IIfind-and I have read through all the
discussions-aLs to Who should bear the
cost of these extensions. [interjection
by the MINISTER FORl MINES.] Quite
so; there must have been anl nuderstand-
ing, but it was never mentioned. AS far
as the position is at present cencerned in
regard to building these lines, which on
the face of them are nnpayable from the
Standpoint of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, because the indirect advantages
which we claim ourselves will not accrue
to the Commonwealth as a. whole, the
Commonwealth Government are justified
in saying: "1While we are open to the
charge of extravagance on the one
hand, and while indirect benefits accrue
on the other hand to States that they
will not hear a share in the construction,
we are not going to run the risk of being
charged with extravagance until the
States concerned, which will get the
benefit, will come forward and bear a

Ishare of the capital coat of construction."
[Ma. GULL: Shame!~] That is the
pos'iton. We cannot look at the position

Ifrom any other standpoint. The Corn-
monwealtli Government have only two

Icourses to pursue. One is to keep their
expenditure within reasobnable limits,
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and at the same time deal fairly with the
separate Federal States; and the other
is to go upon a wild and extravagant
career, which would be the swiftest
method of bringing themselves into un-
popularity. Viewing the case of the
Commonwealth Governm ent in respect
to this State and the other States on the
question of constructing these telegraph
lines, I say they were perfectly justified
in waiting to see what assistance was
forthcoming before they launched upon
any unpayabie services. On the question
of the credit of this State abroad, I have
been noticing lately that Sir John
Forrest-who, I may say, took a very
psrominent part, indeed in relation to the
Federal Union -can see the advantages in
our present inclusion in the Common-
wealth which I am sorry to notice the
member for Swan has not already dis-
cerned. He hias, noticed that our credit
in the money market of the old world
will No much improved by our inclusion
in the Common wealth;, and the experi-
ence in Canada, according to cables
issued the other day, is an added proof
of the correctness o f Sir -John Forrest's
opinion. We have seen that ihflC of the
federated States in Canada, Ontario,
when it strove to raise a loan in the
mnoney market in London, could not
succe~d adlvantageously, with the result
that the Canadian Government had to
come to its assistance. And when it is
remembered that Ontario, with a popu-
lation far in excess of that of our State,
and with resources of equal if not
greater valne (and they have not yet any
debt worth speaking about, except the
guarantee given for the building of
a private line), was not able success-
fully to negotiate a loan on the
London market until the Canadian Par-
liament gave assistance, we may readily
see the advanitage that may be secured
not only to this State, but to other States
of Australia, by remaining an integral
part of the Commonwealth. I simply
mention this to show that when the time
comes for this State to raise any inuch-
needed assistance by way of a. loan, it can
make much better termsr by remaining a
part of the Commonwealth. On the
question of the prosperity there is in the
the other States, for iny part I am not
jealous of the prosperity of Mfelbourne.
I feel that when Melbourne, Sydney, or

Adelaide is prosperous, this State of
Western Australia, or the remnote parts
of Australia, wiU benefit in proportion.
When there are prosperous mnanufactures
in Melbourne there will be better times
ats far as employment of labour is con-
cerned, and there will be a better chance
also of securing capital in the outlying
portions of either this or the other States.
And if we look at MNelbourne and find
that prosperity does exist there, that is
no valid reason for our being jealous of
that- prosperity. I would much rather
see prosperity in either Melbourne,
Sydney,, Brisbane, or Adelaide than see
it at a distance at the expense of Aus-
tralia. And if prosperity in those States
is brought about by the operation of the
federal spirit amongst the States, and
by a close adhesion to the compact entered
into, I do not see that any just-ification
can exis~t for finding fault with that
prosperity which exists there. I hope
there will be a vote taken on this subject
to-night, and that those who have beeu
in the past chafing in an imaginary way
under a grievance, a burden of the
federal compact, will remember the
special appeal made to the people of
Western Australia by Sir John Forrest in
Queeni's alSA. We remember that famous
meeting when he pictured the populous,
powerful, and resourceful State of New
South Wales being willing to enter into
a6 com pact with Western Australia, when
hie urged his hearers, and through them
the rest or the population of Western
Australia, to accept the offer 'of New
South Wales; and it is on record. I
see no reason now, after all, to be
sorry for the advice Sir John Forrest
gave on that occasion. I can afford
to speak like this, because I am
one of those who have always had a
great amount of respect for Sir John
Forrest as a statesman. I believe he was
the best possible type of man this State
could have had during the long period of
industrial development through which it
was passing. I am always prepared to
give him credit for that spirit which was
shown by him when he pu shed forward
with great rigour the railway works,
the telegraph lines, and the water supply
to the goldfields; and, farthermore, when
he pledged the credit of th is State for the
respectable sum of 21t millions for the
goldfields water supply, the success of
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the goldfields was not so fully assured as
it is now. I van say that I am justified
i placing on Sir John Forrest's shoulders

much of the blame, if any blame there
be-and I do not b.Aelieve there is an Y-
for Federation; because I have been one
of those who in the past have had a high
adImiration for the manner in which Sir
John Forrest conducted himself, not only
as a public man and native of this State,
but as a far-seeing and unselfish states-
muan. I will read, in conclusion, an
account of one phase of the development
of the great republic of the West1 where,
as members know, immediately after the
union of the States, there was much uan-
easiness and dissatisfaction; and there
was in that country the sam e sort of
"Secesh " party as is to be found in this

State. Here is James Bryce's opinion of
the tendency of the times in the American
Republic-.

It is nevertheless impossible to ignore the
growing strength of tie cenhripetal and unify-
ing forces. I have already referred to the
influence of easier and cheaper communications
of commerce and finance, of the telegraph, of
the filling up of the intermediate vacant
spaces in the West. There is an increasing
tendency to invoke congressional legislation to
deal with matterse, such as railroads, which
cannot be adequately handled by State laws,
or to remove divergencies, titch as those in
bankrupt laws and the law of marriage and
divorce, which give rise to practical incon-
veniences. The advocates of such laws as
liquor prohibition and the restriction of hours
of lslbonr are maore and more apt to carry their
action into the federal sphere, while admitting
that the Federal Constitution would need
amendment in order to enable Congress to
effect what they desire. State patriotism, State
rivalry, State vanity, are no doubt still con-
spicuous, yet the political interest felt in State
government is slighter than it was 40 years
ago, while national patriotism has become
warmer and wore pervasive.

Seeing that so eminent an authority as
Bryce has testified to the growing
patriotismn in those States, and to the
evidently satisfactory conduct of their
affairs under both Federal and State
control, and remembering also the un-
exampled progress of the United States
tinder the Union, I feel that this new
nation of Austr-alia will not be greatly
mistaken if it follows the path marked
out by the American Federation, which
lasa led to such progressive and pros-
perous. a result as is noticeable in that
country.

On motion by 3Mr, TAYLOR, debate
adjourned.

[The SPEAKRm resumed the Chair.]

PAPERS-POLICE LAUNCH "1CYGKNETr."

MR. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
mnoved-

That all papers in connection with the
purchase and fitting with an oil engine of the
police launch "Cygnet," also the occurrence
or=pr book in connection with the trial
runan general working of the launch sinice
the fixing of the engine, be laid upon the
table of the House.
Having asked some questions on this
subject and finding the official replies
not at all satisfactory, he wished the
pape rs tabled to ascertain the facts
regardingo. the purchase of the engine.
Tenders were not called for the
supply of the engine, which had
cost £720. One reply stated that the
engine was giving satisfaction; biut,
on reliable authority, he had it that on ly
two out of 20 trial runs had proved satis-
factory. Tbe order for the engine was
given to the firm of Denny Bros., said t~i
be the acredited agents of the Thorney-
croft Company. As a fact, other firms
would have supplied a similar engine at
a lower price had they been ask-ed, and
an engine which would have given much
greater satisfaction. What influence bud
Denny Eros. on the Govern ment or de-
partmental officersP There mnust hav i
been some underhand work. The official.
reply stated that thle Government engi-
neer, after consideration, decided to order
a 45-horse-power Thorneycroft engine,
being of opinion that it was th best for
the purpose. But though scores of oil
engines were working satisfactorily in tile
State, this engine was perhaps the first
Thorneycrof t model sold here. Other firms
sold satisfactory oil engines here for 20
years, and the Thorneycroft Co., lie was
informed, had been supplying them for two
and a-half years only. Denny Bros. had
never previously traded in oil engines;
and notwithstanding that we had a Tender
Board through which tenders should
have been invited, no other firm had an
opportunity of tendering save this finm
which was not in the trade. The firm
should have borne the expense of the
trial runs; but he was informed that
the Government paid half the cost
of the lubricating oil and the naphtha.
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The engine, he was informed, was
not working at all satisfactorily. How
was it that some firms had influence
and could supply this engine, when the
work was a disgrace, as be has been in-
formed, and unsatisfactory, and when the
engine was practically useless, as the
launch could not run as far as Clare-
mont and back without stoppinig for
several hours on the river. That reputable
firms were debarred from having a say in
the tenders was unsatisfactory, and the
responsible Minister should say how this
occurred. When the papers were pro-
duced. he (Mr. Holinan) intended to go
fully into the mnatter; because if such a
state of affairs existed in a. small matter,
it might exist in bigger matters. He
trusted there would be no opposition to
the motion, and that there would be some
explanation why this firm could supply
this engine without tenders being called.

MR. TROY seconded.
Ton MINISTER FOR MINES: As

the meniber was desirous of getting fullI
information, and as the Minister con.
trolling this department was absent, the
hona. member should not object to the
adjourument of the debate.

MR. TAYLOR:- If the debate were
adjourned, the motion would become an
Order of the Day, and the member for
Murehison might not get an opportunity
of having the matter brought on again.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Government would have the Motion
brought forward.

On Motion by the MINISTER FOR
MINES, debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1O-39 o'clock,
until the. next day.
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AKER took the Chair at 4.80

ADDRESS-rn-REPLY, PRESENTATION.
TUfE SPEAKER left the Chair, and

proceeded with hon. members to Govern-
ment Rouse to present the Address in
Reply to His Excellency's Speech at tho
Opening of the session.

At 5 o'clock the SPEAKER resumed th1e
Chair, and read a reply from His Excel-
lency as follows:

MR. SPEKEE AND GENTLEMEN OF THuE
LEGISLATIVE AIShlMELY,-

I thank you for your Address in reply to the
Speech with which I opened Parliament, and
for your expression of loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign.

FRED. G. D). BrnroxD, Governor.

QUESTION-MINES INSPECTOR,
KALGOORLIE.

MR. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: In view of the lack of know-
ledge displayed by the Inspector of Mines
at Kalgoorlie when giving evidence before
the Coroner's inquiry into the sad death
of John Richiard Phillips, as reported in
the Press, will he take such action as will
educate Inspectors of Mines up to aL full
sense of the grave responsibilities that
rest on their shoulders in these sad
occurrences?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: I am of opinion that the Inspec-
tors of Mines have a full sense of
the responsibilities that rest on their
shoulders in the discharge of their duties,
and before taking any special acrtion in
the case referred to I must be in pos-
session of full psrticulars.

QUESTION-ROSPITA.L COOK, PERTH.
Ma. BATH asked the Premier: i,

Were applications invited in England for

[ASSE-MBLY.] Questions, etc.


